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Of all the tough questions Christians have to answer, I believe “What will happen 

to people who have never heard the gospel?” ranks as probably one of the toughest for 

Christians.  A world-renowned evangelist answered the question this way: 

Evangelist:  “…I think everybody that loves Christ, or knows Christ, whether they're 

conscious of it or not, they're members of the Body of Christ…God's purpose for this age 

is to call out a people for His name. And that's what God is doing today, He's calling 

people out of the world for His name, whether they come from the Muslim world, or the 

Buddhist world, or the Christian world or the non-believing world, they are members of 

the Body of Christ because they've been called by God. They may not even know the 

name of Jesus but they know in their hearts that they need something that they don't have, 

and they turn to the only light that they have, and I think that they are saved, and that 

they're going to be with us in heaven. 

 

Interviewer:  What, what I hear you saying that it's possible for Jesus Christ to come into 

human hearts and soul and life, even if they've been born in darkness and have never had 

exposure to the Bible. Is that a correct interpretation of what you're saying? 

 
Evangelist:  Yes, it is, because I believe that. I've met people in various parts of the world 

in tribal situations, that they have never seen a Bible or heard about a Bible, and never 

heard of Jesus, but they've believed in their hearts that there was a God, and they've tried 

to live a life that was quite apart from the surrounding community in which they lived.
1
 

 

The evangelist who spoke these words was Billy Graham.  How can the man who has 

evangelized more people and preached he gospel in more countries than anyone in 

history say such words?   Unfortunately, I believe Billy Graham represents a growing 

number of Christians today who believe people can be saved without faith in Jesus Christ 

as Savior and Lord.  If Billy Graham can be confused on such a topic, how much more do 

‘common folk’ in the churches need to be educated on this subject.  Due to the limited 

amount of space, I cannot elaborate on all the different views dealing with this important 

subject, and, since the historical view of the need to evangelize the unreached is under 

attack today, I will devote the majority of the paper defending this crucial biblical truth: 

All people are guilty of sin and need Jesus Christ as the only means of salvation.  
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For many Christians, Christianity is the religion for America, Islam is for the 

Middle East, and Buddhism and rest of the gods are for Asia.  Each continent for the 

most part has their own way, and each god is so similar that the One True God takes all 

this into consideration and somehow works all these differences out.  Sadly, this is not 

the case.  The God of the Bible is the God of all the nations.  Each person on every 

continent has one Creator.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob said, “I am the LORD, 

and there is no other, besides me there is no God” (Isaiah 45:5).
2
  According to the 

Scriptures, the God who made the earth, the sea and all the inhabitants of the earth is the 

God of all the nations of men (Isaiah 46:9).    

When God chose and called Abram in Genesis 12, one of the purposes of God 

forming a nation from Abram was that through the nation that would become Israel, 

“…all the families of the earth shall be blessed”  (Genesis 12:3).  This blessing God 

spoke to Abram about was the spiritual blessing to all nations of a Savior coming from 

Israel that would be the Savior for all the nations (Galatians 3:7-9).  Repeatedly 

throughout the Psalms, King David exalts the God of Israel as the God who “all the ends 

of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall 

worship before you” (Psalm 22:27).   

 After Jesus rose from the dead, He gave His followers what is known as the Great 

Commission:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me, Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:18-19a).  And, “…you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of earth” (Acts 1:8).  

Similarly, the book of Revelation builds to an amazing final chapter of history when “ a 

great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
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and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes 

with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs 

to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb! (Revelation 7:9-10).  It will not be 

Americans only around the throne when all is said and done, but people from every tribe, 

tongue and nation will be worshipping Jesus. 

 With this brief overview of the plan of salvation, why would Jesus say to go to the 

ends of the earth to preach the gospel if we really don’t need to go?  Why would Jesus 

say the peoples of other nations need to be saved, if they really don’t?   Why would John 

3:16 be true for our neighbor next door but not for someone across the ocean?  Why 

would the Lord not settle for a person rebelling against Him here in America but give 

universal forgiveness to those who rebel in other countries?  The Scriptures are 

abundantly clear that all the peoples of the nations are accountable to the Lord God who 

does not give His glory to another god or allow a man-made false religion to be the way  

(Isaiah 48:11, John 14:6).  The problem is not in the revelation of the Scriptures, but the 

mindset of people who cannot understand the fairness of God in giving someone Hell 

when they had no chance to hear how to escape Hell.   How can God hold someone in 

jungles of Brazil accountable for rejecting Him if they have never heard of Him?  And 

how can God condemn someone in Mongolia as a sinner if they do not know even what 

sin is?  These are all good questions that the Scriptures, especially the book of Romans 

gives a concise answer. 

 The book of Romans written by the Apostle Paul, is the most thorough gospel 

presentation written by a man.  Instead of giving a quick four-point outline of the gospel, 

the Apostle Paul sets the foundations first that all people everywhere are guilty before a 
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Holy God.  Why spend time sharing the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection if no-

one is guilty or accountable?  Paul was so convinced of the need for all men everywhere 

to be saved that he said, “ I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to 

the wise and to the foolish.  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greeks”  

(Romans 1:14,16).  Basically Paul was saying whether one is a Jew or not, educated or 

not, everyone needs Jesus.  Therefore, he could not stop living for the proclamation of the 

gospel to those who have not heard.  And of course Paul, being an educated man and an 

evangelist, knew the logical questions and arguments against the gospel. 

 The first major question that Paul answers in the book of Romans is, “Why are 

people accountable to God, if they don’t even know who He is?”  In Romans 1:18 Paul 

says, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”  Immediately 

Paul sets the stage by saying it is not only the Jews in Israel, or the Gentiles in Rome who 

are guilty, but God’s anger or wrath is against all people who live unrighteously.  But still 

the question holds, how can sinners be accountable to God if they don’t even know who 

God is or even that He exists?   

The Knowledge of God revealed in Creation 

 According to Romans 1:18-25, God has given enough knowledge of Himself in 

creation that all people everywhere know there is a Creator.  “For what can be known 

about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them” (Romans 1:19).  

Whenever mankind dwells on the earth, the heavens declare and shout to all people that 

there is a Creator, and we are His creation (Psalm 19:1-2).   With the mind God has given 
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to mankind, people are able to see design in creation and known there is a Designer.  All 

people can look at the wonders of creation and know there is a Creator.  Not only has 

God revealed Himself as Creator through His creation, but God’s “invisible attributes, 

namely, his eternal power and divine nature have been clearly perceived…in the things 

that have been made”  (Romans 1:20).  Through what God has made, man can see that 

for God to create such a great universe, He must be all-powerful.  And, for God to create 

all things He must be all-knowing.  If God created people with personalities, than God 

Himself must be a person and able to talk and communicate.  All these qualities of God 

and much more can someone in the deepest jungles of Brazil understand about God.  

Because of the revelation of God through His creation, the Bible makes a very defining 

statement that people “are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). No one can say, “I didn’t 

have the knowledge to know there was a God.” Or, “I didn’t know any better than to 

worship a tree or an idol.”  God has made it very plain that we are a fragile creation of an 

all powerful and wise Creator.    

 Often the question is raised, “But what about babies, small children, and even the 

mentally handicapped?  How can they be accountable?  According to Romans 1:18-25, if 

people have the mental capacity to understand creation  (Creator, design = Designer), 

then they are accountable and without excuse (Romans 1:20).  However, if a person 

cannot understand creation (Creator, design = Designer) because of age or mental 

disability, they do have an excuse and are not accountable for what they cannot 

understand.   

 Furthermore, it is not God who is at fault for making an impossible standard that 

is too hard for people to comprehend.  If God has made it “plain” to men, than what is the 
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problem?  It is not God but rather mankind that is at fault.  For although people know 

about God, they neither “honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile 

in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened” (Romans 1:21).  Because of all 

people being born in sin (Romans 5:12-18), the hearts of all people are corrupted in their 

thinking.  God is now no longer glorified or sought after as Creator (Romans 3:11-18).  

Either through the denial of God altogether or exchanging the glory of God to resemble 

animals, each person in some way exchanges the truth of God for a lie (Romans 1:23,25).   

In tribal peoples around the world, spirituality is always present, but the effects of sin are 

seen in that all of them have idols or worship the creature rather than the Creator 

(Romans 1:25).   

 What about those religions that are monotheistic?  They seem to have gotten 

Romans 1:18-25 correct. First of all, even if religions like Islam and Judaism have “One” 

God they worship, nowhere do the Scriptures teach that just a belief or acknowledgement 

of a Creator has saving merit.  However, growing philosophical views like the Middle 

Knowledge perspective allow for the idea that if unevangelized people humble 

themselves before God and repent, there is the possibility of salvation for them.
3
  

Nowhere does the Scriptures teach that forgiveness of sins comes through acknowledging 

that someone made the earth or through a person trying to clean up their life (Ephesians 

2:8,9).   

Secondly, God made man in His image, man is not to make God in his image 

(Genesis 1:26, Exodus 20:1-4).  Sometimes a story is told of some people in unreached 

people groups believing in one Creator.  Sadly, the one god is given a name and qualities 

that are similar to the Lord God, but different enough to have made a god in their own 
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image.  With the intellect God has given man, people are accountable to know they 

cannot and should not create a view of God that merely makes sense to them.  Through 

creation God can be acknowledged, but to know the Lord God who created the heavens 

and the earth personally, would have to be through God divinely revealing Himself like 

He did to Adam, Abraham, and Moses.  Today, God has revealed Himself to the world in 

Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-8). 

Thirdly, though religions like Judaism and Islam are very close to understanding 

the true God, a new dispensation came when the Kingdom of God came to earth through 

the coming of the Son of God.  A new line was drawn in the sand to the Jews.  The 

messiah had come!  And a choice must be made, for Jesus said, “…the one who rejects 

me rejects him who sent me” (Luke 10:16).  The God of Israel sent the Messiah as His 

representation of Himself (John 10).  If they reject Jesus Christ, they are now rejecting 

the God of Israel in whom they thought God was favorable towards them.  Regarding 

Islam, Muslims despise the doctrine of Jesus being God.  Therefore, if they reject Jesus, 

they are rejecting the Lord God who does not give glory to another god (Isaiah 48:11).  

However, many authors and apologists like Paul Copan promote the view that salvation 

in Jesus’ name does not mean in that name specifically, but calling on any God as their 

God and authority somehow transposes to accepting Jesus.
4
  Sadly, not only does the true 

identity of the person of God get lost, but turning from the false god of Islam to Jesus as 

Lord then is no longer necessary, and the need to evangelize Muslims can now be 

neglected.  The Scriptures are clear, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).     

The Knowledge of God revealed in the Conscience 
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 The second major objection to the fairness of God to punish those who have never 

heard the gospel is: “How can God punish people for their sins, if they don’t even know 

what sins are?”  In Romans 2:12-16, Paul the Apostle makes the case that even though 

the Jews had the Ten Commandments and knew right from wrong, the Gentile world who 

never was taught God’s moral standards have the knowledge of right and wrong written 

on their hearts as well (Romans 2:15).   

 This biblical truth of God’s moral law written on every person’s heart came alive 

to me when I heard veteran missionary Marilyn Lazlo speak about her experience 

working with tribal people in the jungles of Papua, New Guinea, for twenty five years.  

She recalls the story of one day when she had the opportunity to speak to the chief of the 

tribe.  When she asked the tribal leader to see a copy of their moral code for the tribe, she 

was amazed to see almost an exact duplicate of Ten Commandments. How could this 

tribe who had never seen a Bible and heard the stories of Moses have the knowledge of 

right and wrong, and especially the Ten Commandments?  “For when Gentiles, who do 

not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even 

though they do not have the law.  They show that the work of the law is written on their 

hearts…” (Romans 2:14-15).  

 Not only do people around the world who do not have access to the Bible have 

knowledge of right and wrong, “…they are a law to themselves…” (Romans 2:14).  

Meaning, if someone came into a man’s hut and stole a tool, the owner of the hut knows 

that is wrong.  However, the owner who condemned the neighbor for stealing, has also 

stolen recently and in the past.  Therefore, those living together in a community of people 

who know right from wrong use each other as God’s reminder for conviction: “You 
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condemn your neighbor for stealing, but why do you steal?  You tell your children not to 

lie, but why do you lie when you are trying get something you want?”  Each person 

knows they are guilty of breaking a moral law that they themselves tell others they should 

not do.  What then is the verdict?  “…their conscience also bears witness, and their 

conflicting thoughts accuse them on that day when according to my gospel, God judges 

the secrets of men by Christ Jesus” (Romans 2:15b-16).  When Christ returns, all nations 

will be guilty.  People know there is a God because of creation, and through their 

conscience know they have offended the God that made them (Romans 1:20, 2:15-16). 

Despite the clear teaching of Scripture, some evangelicals are promoting the “Wider 

Hope” view, that all that is really necessary to be saved is God seeing “the direction of 

heart toward God.”
5
  However the Scriptures are clear that all have sinned, and the wages 

of sin is death (Romans 3:23, 6:23).  

 Still however the question might remain answered, “How can God condemn 

someone if they have never had the chance to hear about Jesus?”  The answer is, God 

does not primarily condemn someone because of rejecting Jesus, the just basis for 

someone going to hell is due to their sin and rebellion against God.  The Bible is clear on 

this:  “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:  sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 

evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  On account of these the wrath of God is 

coming” (Colossians 3:5).  So the question shouldn’t be: “How can God condemn 

someone if they have never had the chance to hear about Jesus?”, but rather “What will 

God do with people who have willingly rebelled against Him?”  Again, everyone who 

has willingly and knowingly sinned against the Creator will be held accountable and 

punished (Romans 1:20, 2:14-15, 3:23, 6:23).   
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 Does this nightmarish reality have to stay so grim?  No!  Christian’s have the cure 

and are commanded by Jesus to go into all the world and give a dying world the remedy 

for their disease.  The light is green, and the shotgun of the gospel has been given to go 

and tell the world the good news that Jesus saves! (Matthew 28:18-20).  Paul the Apostle 

climaxes his great letter with, “And how are they to believe in him of whom they have 

never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  How beautiful are 

the feet of those who preach the good news!  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:14b,15b, 17).  So, the burden falls on Christians, 

not on God to give the world the cure for the spiritual cancer called sin.  If we had the 

cure for all cancer, it would be a crime if we never told anyone that we had the cure.  

How much more guilty are Christians if we hardly ever share the cure for sin, death and 

hell!   
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