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Chapter 1:  What is Missing in Evangelism Today? 
 
 

What would you expect from a murderer? 
  

The man was wearing orange and sat behind a thick glass window.  He 

picked up the phone to talk with me through the glass and said hello to me, and I 

said hello to him.  This man was the drunk driver who had killed my sister in 

2003.  I introduced myself and told the man I forgave him and was there to share 

a message my sister would want him to know.  Here is the beginning of our 

conversation: 

 
Aaron: Frank, do you believe in God? 

Frank: Yes. 

Aaron:   Do you believe in Heaven? 

Frank:  Yes. 

Aaron: Frank, do you think you are good enough to go to Heaven? 

Frank:   Yes, I think so.  I believe God will forgive me.  God is an all-loving God. 

 
I explained the holiness of God and Frank’s sinfulness by explaining how 

he had broken God’s Law, the Ten Commandments.  It took at least twenty-five 

minutes before he saw that he was not good enough to stand before his Creator 

and was in danger of hell apart from a Savior.  We ended on a good note 

together and I told him I wished I could see him again.  

After we left the jail, my mother, who was listening to the conversation, 

was shocked by his answers.  How could a man in jail for drunk driving and 

murder say he was a good person?  Even secular author Dale Carnegie, author 

of the popular book "How to Win Friends and Influence People", noticed what 
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people believe about themselves and wrote, "On May 7, the most sensational 

manhunt New York City had ever known had come to its climax. After weeks of 

search, ‘Two Gun’ Crowley- the killer -- was -- trapped in his sweetheart’s 

apartment -- But how did ‘Two Gun’ Crowley regard himself? -- He wrote a letter 

addressed "To whom it may concern -- Under my coat is a weary heart, but a 

kind one -- one that would do nobody any harm".1 

If a murderer such a “Two Gun Crowley” or the drunk driver that hit my 

sister’s car has a hard time seeing himself as a bad person, how much more the 

"average" person.  During my 13 years of fulltime evangelistic work as a 

missionary, this sad truth has been reinforced time and time again.  Therefore, 

there is one very key idea every Christian must understand and communicate to 

the non-Christian if they are to be an effective witness for Christ: 

 

God is holy and man is sinful. 
 

 
It may sound too simple, but yet if these two great theological truths are 

not understood, the work of Jesus Christ probably won’t make sense to a non-

Christian.  Apart from a person seeing the holiness of God and his own 

sinfulness, the gospel is just another religious story.  

In the past it was not my conscious strategy in evangelizing to stress 

these facts.  My focus was "getting people saved.”  To many people that means 

doing whatever it takes for someone to "accept the free gift of eternal life" or 

"pray the sinner’s prayer."   "What is wrong with that?" some might say. Of 

course there is nothing wrong with people having their sins forgiven and being 
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saved.  The tragedy is that people present certain ideas of God and man to "get 

someone saved,” versus making the whole presentation centered on God in all 

His fullness.  Some use short explanations of God and of man as a sinner to get 

a person to pray a prayer for salvation.  In reality, many Christians use God as a 

means to an end, rather than God being the means and the end.  Here are some 

examples of what I am trying to say. 

Some of the evangelistic training I received in my early days as a Christian 

included witnessing to adults using the "Four Spiritual Law" booklet. If the person 

I was witnessing to had a religious background, the whole process of presenting 

the gospel and securing a "decision" could go as quickly as this: 

 
Law 1: I would say, "Do you believe God loves you and has a wonderful plan for 

your life?". 

   A person 99% of the time would say, "Yes."   I then would turn the page. 

 

Law 2: "Do you know you can’t experience God’s plan and a wonderful life 

because of sin. Do you know what sin is?" 

"Yes." 

"It’s when you do something God doesn’t want you to do, right?"  

"Right.” 

Then I would read Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.” 

Law 3: "Did you know Christ died for your sin so you can have this abundant life 

right now?” 

"Well, I guess". 

Law 4: "Well, all you have to do is ask Jesus to come in your life and he will 

forgive your sins. Why don’t you pray this prayer after me right now?" 
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Then I would pray the prayer in the book, which the person would repeat 

after me. 

 
Looking at this style of evangelism, God and sin were only brought up 

briefly so I could pray the sinner’s prayer with them.  Now I understand why most 

of my "converts" were not walking with Jesus after this decision. If they never 

really understood God’s holiness and justice, and how God sees them as 

sinners, then there would be no real desire in their hearts to change.  No real 

change in their hearts in how they see God and their sin means no real 

conversion. 

Sometimes Christians will challenge this thinking by saying "It doesn’t 

really matter how much they understand, as long as they are sincere".  Or, "You 

believe that people aren’t ‘really’ being saved because we’re not preaching the 

right message or doing it just how you say.”  Can a person come to Christ and 

not know how to come to Christ at the same time?  Can a sinner repent of his 

sins and not know what sins are at the same time?  Can a non-Christian become 

a Christian while confused about how to become a Christian?  Will God bless our 

evangelistic efforts if half or more of the gospel message is stripped away? 

Recently at a summer youth event in Cape Cod a popular Christian rock 

band performed and a young man gave the message between shows.  My wife 

and I asked if we could counsel teens that came forward.  The gospel message 

was twenty minutes spent listing things in life that ruin teens’ lives, then a quick 

mention of sin and the cross, ending with a sinner’s prayer.  Many hands went up 

and we went back to the tent to counsel the teens.  Thinking of the guy’s 
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message, I told my wife, "Remember to ask your girls the key question: Do they 

think they are good enough to go to heaven.”   She ended up talking with three 

girls.  One was already a Christian and the other two said they became 

Christians that night.  When Tonya asked the "good enough" questions to the two 

girls who supposedly had been saved from their sins, both were confident that 

they were good people.  How could they say they were now Christians, claiming 

to be morally good, when Christ said He came to save sinners, (see 1 Timothy 

1:15)?  What was missing in their understanding?  The holiness of God, and their 

own deep sinfulness before Him, which the speaker left out.  Unfortunately, the 

speaker gave a typical man-centered message:  Your life is missing this --  Your 

life can be this --  And tagged God on at the end.  The me-centered gospel 

replaced a God-centered gospel. 

Years ago at a church in Massachusetts I acted in a play called "Heaven’s 

Gates and Hell’s Flames.”   Although I do believe God used this play, a main 

element in God-centered evangelism was missing. The church was excited 

because for two years in a row over three hundred people came forward and "got 

saved.”  How many people are part of the church today who were "saved" at the 

play?  Zero.  Only one lady came to the church as a result of that play, but was 

newly saved before she came through the doors.  The second year we did the 

drama, those who came forward were asked to take a quick survey.  Half of 

those who came forward did not understand basic beliefs about God, and said 

they were good people.  One man stood up in our congregation one Sunday after 

the play and said how he was going to walk with Jesus from now on.  He didn’t 
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return to church and has since battled drugs and sexual immorality.  The focus of 

the drama in people’s minds was, "Choose heaven or choose hell.”  In choosing 

heaven over hell, the drama consisted of people praying sinners’ prayers to 

make the "decision" to go to heaven.  What about God and His holiness and 

justice?  I believe that in many people’s minds, the need for heaven replaced the 

need for God. 

In the American, quick-fix, give-me-what-I-want-so-I-can-feel-better 

mentality, the drama was a perfect fit.  Salvation consisted of coming forward, 

repeating a prayer, getting heaven, and eventually leaving the building without 

ever coming to realize God’s holiness and justice and the wickedness of their 

own hearts.  Heaven replaced God’s holiness and the depth and knowledge of 

sin was replaced with a sinner’s prayer.  The opening scene of the drama is a 

powerful portrayal of Christ’s crucifixion, but without any understanding of why 

people need Christ’s crucifixion, the cross has no meaning in the people’s minds. 

In the movie, The Passion of the Christ, people saw that Christ died, but many 

walked away without understanding why Christ died. 

Especially in evangelizing children, sin and the holiness and justice of God 

are often left out or not emphasized.  In the usual children’s message, teachers 

talk about the love of God and then, in the middle, quickly mention sin.  They 

then talk about Jesus and asking Him into their heart.  What is missing?  

Over the years in our ministry, we have trained and brought hundreds of 

people out onto the streets and neighborhoods to evangelize children. 

Sometimes I sit beside a brother or sister in Christ towards the end of their one-
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on-one time with the child, and listen to them share. There have been times 

when the trainee looks to me when I show up and says, "I think Tyrone or Sally is 

ready to become a Christian, or has just become one.”  I usually ask the child a 

few simple questions. 

"Sally, are you good enough to go to heaven?" 

 
"Yes.” 
 
"How good do you have to be?" 
 
"Pretty good, I guess.” 
 

The Christian trainee at this point is shocked and humbled to hear the 

child’s responses. In their minds, they thought the child was ready because they 

admitted they were a sinner and knew that Jesus died for them.  Because they 

did not realize the depth of their own sin, evidenced by their profession "I’m pretty 

good,” a false profession of Jesus Christ as Savior was made.  Jesus does not 

save if the person is not convinced they need saving. 

A thorough explanation of God, especially His holiness and justice, is 

needed to bring a person to salvation.  Sin must be explained.  Breaking the Ten 

Commandments, one or all of them, makes a person a sinner in God’s eyes, one 

who has not reached and is unable to reach God’s standard of perfection.  And 

even if an adult or child acknowledges that they’ve sinned, they are not 

necessarily repentant.  Many people say they have done wrong in their life, but it 

is rare when a person is truly repentant, meaning they want to be free from sin. 

Why is it so hard for people to see the truth?  The next chapter will explain why. 
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The Big Idea for Chapter 1:  The main problem in evangelism is helping people 
see that God is holy and man is sinful.  
 
 

Study Questions 
 

1.  In thinking about the man who killed my sister, what was missing in his 
understanding of God?  How would this affect his eternal destiny and that of 
others like him? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Compare the man-centered gospel to the God-centered gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you think a person is saved if they believe they are good enough to go to 

heaven?  What would be your response to a child who says she is a 
Christian, but tells you she is good enough to go to heaven? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Footnotes 

 

1 Dale Carnegie, How to Win Friends and Influence People (New York: Pocket Books, 

1936), p. 3-4.  
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Chapter 2:  How People See Themselves and God 
 
Is the world around us getting better or worse? 
 
The world says all people need is the proper education, the right technology and 

mankind will improve.  However, man is still as selfish and bent away from God 

as ever before.  Here are some questions to ponder… 

 

 Why do people not want God in their lives?  

 Why do people want to ignore the basic purpose for which they were 
created?  

 Why do people choose not to believe in Him?  

 Why is it so difficult to mention the name of God or Jesus during the lunch 
break at work?  

 Why aren’t churches flooded every week with people wanting to know who 
created them?  

 Why are some of the most intellectual countries, like Japan, only 1% 
Christian?  

 Why has the Ten Commandments been taken out of the courtroom?  

 Why is Jesus always undeified on the cover of Time Magazine or 
Newsweek, instead of being praised?  

 Why is becoming a Christian so hard? 
 
 
Here is the Bible’s answer to these questions: 
 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, 

and death through sin, 

and in this way death came to all men, 

because all sinned --  

For just as through the disobedience of the one man 

the many were made sinners -- . 

Romans 5:12,19a 

 
Since Adam and Eve sinned, sin and death brought separation from God 

to all people.  Adam and Eve, as representatives of the human race, blew it! All 

people are now born separated from God because of the sin transferred from 

Adam.  Because every person sins like Adam, everyone deserves death as the 
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punishment, because God is holy and just.  Some theologians believe the phrase 

"because all sinned" in Romans 5:12 means that everyone was there in Adam, 

disobeying along with him.  Despite some of the difficulty of original sin, one thing 

that is clear from the Bible and in life is that "sin entered the world.”  My son Ky’el 

was never taught to lie and disobey, but he was born with these desires, rooted 

in the disobedience of Adam and Eve. 

Not only does sin separate us from God, it also affects how we see God 

and ourselves.  Many people see that they have done wrong in their lives, but 

they don’t think that just because they have made mistakes they are inherently 

bad.  Is this what the Bible teaches?  Is sin only something people do, or are the 

effects of sin more widespread?  Knowing why non-Christians think of God the 

way they do is helpful in learning how to reach them.  Listed below are twelve 

biblical effects of sin upon non-Christians.  Not all people consciously reject 

these truths all at once.  But in all people, whether it be consciously or 

unconsciously, sin affects the ways they think about God.  

 
1. God is the Creator, but people have made up a god in their own image: 
 

People have:  

-- exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 

and worshiped and served created things 

rather than the Creator --  
Romans 1:25 

 
In the West, people generally reject God’s existence or say, "This is what I 

believe -- " The essence of that phrase is acknowledging that they are not 

seeking the Creator, but exchanging His truth for what they prefer to believe.  In 

exchanging God’s truth for their truth, they put themselves in the place of God in 



 11 

deciding right from wrong.  In the East, billions of people follow man-made ideas, 

family traditions, and experiences and visions of other people, instead of looking 

to the Creator.  In the jungles, tribal people affected by Adam’s sin worship 

nature rather than the Creator.  Even if someone says, "I’ve always believed in 

God,” they have not glorified Him and thanked Him for all things consistently. 

People tend to seek to gratify themselves first, before glorifying God (see 

Romans 1:21). 

 
2. God is Spirit, and everywhere at once, but people think they are alone. 
 

People think: 

-- God has forgotten 

and never sees --  

Who can hear us? 
Psalm 10:11, 59:7b 

 
Every time someone lies, steals, or has sex before marriage, they suppress the 

truth that God is right there watching.  It is our sinful nature that warps our 

thinking; we believe we can commit sin without God seeing.  Some have even 

deceived themselves into thinking that God has forgotten them or that they can 

somehow out-smart God. 

 
3. God is powerful, yet people act as if there is no one to fear. 
 

-- concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: 

There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
Psalm 36:1 

 

If everyone really believed God is powerful, who would sin in defiance against 

Him?  All sinful behavior is the result of arrogance, ignorance, and lack of fear of 

His coming judgment.  If a preacher stands in the street or in a gathering of 
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people and says, "Repent, because God’s judgment is near,” most, if not all, of 

the listeners will scoff and laugh. 

 

4. God is all-knowing, yet people think they know better than God. 
 

People say: 

How can God know? 

Does the most High have knowledge? 
Psalm 73:11 

 
Even though weather forecasters can barely get the week’s weather correct, the 

western world believes it can explain what happened six billion years ago when 

no one was there.  It is not God who knows, but man.  How arrogant!   Why do 

people seek knowledge elsewhere and look for help apart from God?  It is 

because sin has warped the mind of people so that they believe their knowledge 

is sufficient to answer life’s problems.  Simply put, sin makes people proud. 

 

5. God is personal and knowable, but people choose not to know Him. 
 

People: 

-- hate my instruction and cast my words behind you. 
Psalm 50:17 

 

I see this happen when we hand out gospel tracts or gospels of John, which we 

do by the thousands.  Many people take one, realize it has to do with the Bible, 

and throw it on the ground.  In Genesis 1-12, how many people sought after 

God?  None.  Because of sin, God chose to seek out Adam, Eve, Noah and 

Abraham to make Himself known.  Even today, no one seeks after God.  God 

first seeks them (see Psalm 53:2, John 10:16,17, Luke 15). 
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6. God is One in Three Persons, but people think God has to be like them. 
 

If God can’t be fully understood the conclusion is He must not be real.  Therefore, 

man rejects God, thus becoming his own determiner of God’s existence and His 

nature.  God’s rebuke to them is --  

 
God says about people: 

-- you thought I was altogether like you. 

But I will rebuke you and accuse you to your face. 
Psalm 50:21 

 
7. God is Sovereign, but people think they are their own authority. 
 

People say: 

-- We will triumph with our tongues; 

we own our lips -- who is our master? 
Psalm 12:4 

 
Why is God hated?  Why are His Word, prayer, and the Ten Commandments 

banished from public schools and government?  Sin has so affected lives that all 

people willfully choose to reject God in some way, by making themselves king of 

their own lives.  Many people believe in God, but deep down they believe that 

God has no right to rule over their lives --  

 
8. God is eternal, but people think they create reality. 
 

God says about people: 

-- in all his thoughts there is no room for God. 
Psalm 10:4 

 
Most people act as though nothing happened before they came on the scene. 

Consulting God for answers to the "Why,” "When,” and "How" questions of life 

are not a passion for most people.  Yes, many do think about them, but the 
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majority of people around the world are not driven to know how the world got 

here, who made God, or where they came from.  Because of sin, people live for 

themselves and material gain, without passionately pursuing God who always 

was, is, and always will be.  

 
9. God is our judge, but people think there is no accountability. 
 

People think: 

-- He won’t call me into account. 
Psalm 10:13 

 
From families to governments there is always punishment for wrongdoing.  But 

when it comes to God, law-breakers all over the world claim "God is a loving 

God; He will forgive me.”  The conscience that God has given every person says 

"Guilty!" However, the power of sin deceives many, so they create a god in their 

own likeness to get them "off the hook" and continue to sin without any 

consequences. This thinking is one of the major obstacles to overcome in 

evangelism. 

 
10. God is Holy, but people behave as if there are no moral standards. 
 

The wicked freely strut about 

when what is vile is honored among men. 
Psalm 12:8 

 
Since humans are made in God’s image, people were made to seek what is 

good.  Because of sin, all people honor and enjoy sin, instead of seeking 

holiness.  Why are television, movies, and Super Bowl halftime shows 

deteriorating morally?  Because this is what people want, pure and simple. 
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Instead of living life to honor God, sinners live to please themselves and honor 

those who live unholy lives. 

 
11. God is loving and gracious, but people abuse God’s grace. 
 

People: 

-- change the grace of our God 

into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ --  
Jude 4 

 
Both religious and non-religious people think God’s love means they can do 

whatever they want.  Instead of God’s love motivating people to be obedient, 

sinners use the love of God as a green light to sin (see John 14:21).  In thinking 

this way people are denying Jesus Christ.  If God’s love means they can sin all 

they want, Christ’s death would be unnecessary (see 1 John 4:10).  

 
12. Man was created to glorify God, but people want to glorify themselves. 
 

Mankind: 

-- flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin. 
Psalm 36:2 

 

In his pride the wicked does not seek him --  
Psalm 10:4 

 
Two words summarize the above verses: pride and depravity.  Sin causes 

mankind to be self-centered instead of God-centered.  From birth on, every 

human being’s spiritual arm is extended against God with a tight fist.  In not 

seeking God, mankind has no standard to compare itself with.  In sin and pride, 

people flatter themselves and create a false image of who they really are.  The 

typical response of people is, "I’m a pretty good person.”  God is replaced with 

man, and man becomes the judge of God.  The pride of man reverses the biblical 
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view that God is holy and man is sinful and asserts that man is good and God is 

the one at fault in this world.  The chart below illustrates this truth: 

 

 
           God’s View of Man                                Man’s View of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding these truths about the wickedness of man is important for 

two reasons:  First, understanding how non-Christians generally think about God 

reinforces the need to spend much of the time in witnessing on God’s true 

character and man’s true behavior.   In contemporary evangelism this is often 

overlooked and replaced with God being present only to make people happy with 

a better life.  Secondly, those who seek to evangelize need to realize that their 

wisdom is not powerful enough to convert a lost soul.  Only God, through His 

mercy and power, can change a heart and bring conversion. 

I planted the seed, 

Apollos watered it, 

but God made it grow. 

So, neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 

but only God, who makes things grow. 
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 

 

God is Holy and 

Sovereign 

God doesn’t really 
care what I do. 

Man is naturally sinful 
and rebellious 

Man is naturally 
good 
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Though it takes a supernatural work of God to change a human heart, 

God uses Christians sharing the Gospel to reach lost people.  How exactly does 

someone explain that God is Holy, and man is sinful so it makes sense?  In the 

next chapters I’ll show you how.   

 
The Big Idea for Chapter 2:   People see themselves as good and God as 
sinful, because of their sinful nature inherited from Adam 
 
 

Study Questions 
 
1. Why do non-Christians revile God? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  According to Romans 1:18-25, why do many people not believe in a Creator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. If a gospel presentation starts out with the love of God, how will most non-

Christians interpret the love of God in their own lives? 
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Day 3   The God No One Likes to Think About 

 
 The day I wrote this chapter I had to go to an electronics store to get a 

part for my phone. After talking with a young lady in the phone department 

named Jen, I handed her a gospel tract. 

 I said, "I like to give these out. If I give it to you, will you read it?". 

She replied, "Sure. I’m actually Catholic, but I don’t go to the Catholic Church 

anymore". 

"I meet a lot of people in your situation,” I said and then made a joke. 

She laughed, "That’s really funny.  Well, I actually took a theology course and 

believe there is lots of truth in all religions.” 

I responded, "Do you believe if you died today you would be in heaven?". 

"Yeah, I’m sure.” 

"Positive? Bet your life on it?" 

"No, I guess not.” 

"I mean, do you think you can be good enough to go to heaven?" I said. 

"Yes.” 

"Do you know why Jesus died on the cross?" 

"For everyone’s sins.” 

"Well Jen", I said, "This is really important to understand.  If you are good enough 

to go to heaven, why did Jesus get whipped and beaten and die for your sins?". 

"Um, that’s true.  But, I mean, God is a loving God and he will forgive our sins if 

we ask him.  Right?"  
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I have had literally hundreds of conversations with people who respond 

almost exactly the same way Jen did to my questions.   How could Jen see 

herself as a good person, but at the same time believe Jesus died for her sins? 

Later on Jen explained she could sin and just ask God for forgiveness.   Jen is an 

example of the billions of people who live in a world of contradictions because 

they do not understand God’s character.  What is it that Jen and most people are 

missing in their thinking about God? 

In his book "Right from Wrong", Josh McDowell clearly illustrates what has 

gone wrong in people’s thinking about God.  To illustrate these crucial points, 

McDowell tells of his daughter who, in fourth grade, told the truth about an object 

that was broken in class, while another girl lied to the teacher about what 

happened.  Josh later sat down and had this exchange with his daughter: 

 
"Honey -- why is lying wrong?" 

"Because the Bible says it is wrong.” 

"Why does the Bible say it’s wrong?" 

"Because God commanded it.” 

"Why did God command it?" 

"I don’t know". 

 
Josh took her hands in his and locked eyes with her. "Because God is truth, 

Kelly.  Truth comes from His nature, and whatever is contrary to God’s nature is 

sin.”1   Through many personal examples like these, McDowell explains that all 

things in life, especially moral decisions, are right and wrong based on God’s 

character.  As a visual, he uses three lenses to look at decisions which reveal 

God at the center. 2 
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To understand the Christian life, in raising children, and especially in 

evangelism, we must grasp the fact that God’s character is at the center of His 

words or precepts. McDowell’s daughter needed to see that it wasn’t just her 

parents’ beliefs, her religion, or even the Bible that was the foundation for what 

she did, but God Himself!  Since God is a person and sees and knows all, He is 

well aware of the lives of everyone on earth.  Because Jesus is Truth personified, 

anything deceptive goes against His character.  Also, any belief that denies 

God’s words defies what God, Who is Truth, declares is right (see Isaiah 48:17). 

Specifically important to the ministry of evangelism are at least three other 

qualities of God that set Him apart from all other religions: 

 His holiness. 

 His justice. 

 His love. 
 

At the heart of the evangelism is "reconciliation,” (see II Corinthians 5:18-21). 

Reconciliation simply means "to make peace where there was none.”   The 

peace that men and women need is peace with God.  Only when a person is 

reconciled with God through Christ will he have the assurance of heaven.   This 

is because of who God is, and what we are not.  If God is not holy and just, the 

foundation of the Christian message totally changes.  If God is not offended by 

sin, there is no need to reconcile with Him.  

Precept 

Do not lie. 

Exodus 

20:15 

Person 

Honesty God is 

True. 

Principle 
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The simple P word chart I developed below, based on Josh McDowell’s idea, 

is a good illustration on why sinners need to reconcile with God: 

 

 

Precept                                  Person                                   Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In evangelism, Christians should teach God’s precepts or commands from 

the Bible and explain what they mean. In Psalm 24:3-4, God reveals that no one 

can stand in His presence except those who have clean hands and a pure heart.  

But what is a pure heart?  What does it mean to have clean hands?  True purity 

and perfection are seen in God alone because He alone is holy.  God’s holiness 

is clearly taught in His Word.  As we expose ourselves to the teaching of God’s 

Word in regard to the conduct He expects, it should be abundantly clear that we 

do not have clean hands and a pure heart.  Our hands have been used to steal, 

fight, and commit sexual immorality.  Our hearts are filled with hate, lust, and  

lies.  The conclusion is clear:  no one is good enough to go to heaven. 

 

There is no one righteous, not even one. 
Romans 3:10 

 

-- there is no one who does good. 
Psalm 14:1 

 

“Who may ascend to 
the hill of the Lord? 
Who may stand in his 

holy place?  He who 

has clean hands and a 

pure heart…” 

Psalm 24:3-4 

 
God is Holy 
Psalm 99:9 

Meaning:  pure, 
perfect, set apart 

from sin, undefiled 

 
All people are not 

Holy 
“For all sin". 
Romans 3:23 

No one is good 
enough to go to 

heaven. 
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No one is good -- except God alone. 

Luke 18:19 

 
No one can stand in God’s holy presence unclean and guilty of sin.  Even 

one sin renders us unfit to be with God (see Psalm 5:4-6, Romans 6:23).  This 

truth of God’s holy character is what most people miss.  Because of God’s 

holiness, this introduces another P word for our chart. 

  This P word that we must understand in the ministry of evangelism is the 

word punishment.  Why? Again, because God’s holiness and  justice dictates 

what will happen to those who are unable to stand in His presence. 

 
Precept                                Person                                 Problem    Punishment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scripture says, 
 

For the Lord is a God of justice. 
Isaiah 30:18 

 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne. 

Psalm 89:14 

 

But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, 

you are storing up wrath against yourself 

for the day of God's wrath, 

when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 
Romans 2:5 

 

 
Do not lie. 

Exodus 20:15 
 

Have clean hands. 
Have a pure heart. 

Psalm 24:3-4 

 
God is holy and just 

 
“God is a righteous 

judge…”  
Psalm 7:11 

 
I have disobeyed 

God. 
 

“For all have 
sinned…” 

Romans 3:23 

 
God is holy and just, 

He must punish 
sinners. 

“For the wages of sin 
is death…” 

Romans 6:23 
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From the beginning of the Bible to the end, God is not passive about sin, but is 

serious about giving people a just penalty for their sin.  God’s justice is seen 

throughout the Bible.  Here are a few examples: 

 

 The death penalty on Adam and Eve. 

 The curse on Cain. 

 The destruction of the world via a global flood. 

 The dispersion of nations at the Tower of Babel. 

 The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

 The judgment of plagues on the Egyptians. 

 The death of many Hebrew people as punishment for worshiping the 
golden calf. 

 The command to repent or perish (see Jesus in Luke 13:3-5). 

 The worldwide judgment by Jesus Christ when He returns (see the book 
of Revelation).  

 
Does God judge sinners?  Absolutely!   Many people object and say, "Isn’t 

God a God of love?.”  Absolutely!   God is love, and He is absolutely holy and 

just as well.  This is the God no one likes to contemplate because then everyone 

is guilty by God’s standards, with no way to escape God’s judgment.  Their own 

goodness does not suffice.  Many Christian churches, preachers and Sunday 

school teachers leave out the holiness and justice of God because of fear of 

offending their hearers.  If Christians fail to mention God’s holiness and justice, 

for fear of what people might think, that doesn’t change the fact of God’s holiness 

and justice.  God won’t change.  His holiness has still been violated, and His 

justice must be satisfied by giving sinners what they deserve, which is the death 

penalty (see Romans 6:23). 

Think of the above truths in light of a court of law.  If a thief stood before a 

judge for stealing a car and said, "Your honor, you are a good and loving man 
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from what I hear.  I am so sorry for what I have done.  Will you please forgive me 

and let me go?"  If the judge is good he would say, "Because I am a good man, I 

will uphold the law and give every lawbreaker justice.  Simply asking for 

forgiveness does not satisfy the demands of the law; only punishing the criminal 

satisfies the laws of the state.” 

Finally, if God is not holy, people would not stand guilty before Him and the 

death of Jesus for the sins of the world would be unnecessary.  Building a 

foundation and method of evangelism must start with God.  If a Christian trying to 

evangelize is not clear about the character and holiness of God, a non-Christian 

will not understand his need of salvation. 

-- Christ died for our sins -- . 
1 Corinthians 15:3 

 

Many Christians, out of great love for the Lord and lost people, readily share the 

gospel with a non-Christian.  Unfortunately, in today’s culture the death of Christ 

will mean little to a non-Christian if they don’t have an understanding of who God 

is.  This is why I start with God’s character and then later move into the work of 

Christ.  Some might think that this approach takes too long to get to the cross, 

but based on what I have learned in many years as a full-time evangelist, I have 

become committed to building the foundation of who God and Jesus Christ are 

first. Then I can share what was accomplished on the Cross. We will look more at 

this approach later in the book. 

The Big Idea for Chapter 3: God’s holiness and justice are foundational for a 
person to understand if the gospel is to make sense.   
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Study Questions 
 
1. In God-centered evangelism, there is a four-step process that is important 

before the gospel is shared and understood. Explain the first P word, 
Precept, in the context of sharing your faith with a non-Christian. 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Explain the second P word, Person, in the context of sharing your faith with a 

non-Christian. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Explain the third P word, Problem, in the context of sharing your faith with a 

non-Christian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Explain the fourth P word, Punishment, in the context of sharing your faith 

with a non-Christian.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Footnotes 

 
1
 Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler, Right from Wrong (USA: Word Publishing, 

1994), p. 172 
2
 McDowell and Hostetler, Right from Wrong, p. 173 
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Chapter 4:  Genesis Makes it All Come Together 
 

Like millions of Americans, years ago my wife and I went to see Mel 

Gibson’s movie The Passion of the Christ.  When the movie ended and people 

were getting out of their seats, I turned to the lady next to me and asked her a 

question that seemed obvious after seeing Jesus being beaten and killed. "Do 

you think you can be good enough to go to heaven?"  Her response was, "Of 

course.”  

The next week after I saw the Passion movie, I was at UPS sending out 

some boxes.  I asked a Roman Catholic college student working behind the desk 

about the Passion movie and asked her the same question.  Her response was, 

"Yes!" as in, "Of course, that’s a stupid question.”   As I tried to explain the movie 

and why Christ died, she also said, "My boyfriend’s mom is living with a guy and 

committing adultery, but because she is such a nice person I think God will let 

her into heaven.” 

When I’ve told my Christian friends these stories they have looked 

shocked as though thinking "How can people watch such a graphic film of Jesus’ 

death on the cross and still not understand the gospel?".  The answer is quite 

simple:  Many Christians and non-Christians alike have overlooked a crucial 

starting point when it comes to understanding the need for people to be saved 

from their sins: 

God is holy and man is sinful 
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A couple of years ago I had the chance to speak at a popular Christian 

college about reaching children with the gospel.  I asked them this question: "If 

you went out into the street and met a child and wanted to explain the gospel, 

where would you start?"  The answers were numerous, including "God loves 

you,” "Jesus,” and "I don’t know.”  One young man raised his hand and said, "I 

would start in Genesis.”  I agreed with him.  Start in Genesis?   All the way back 

there?  Yes.  If God is to be the center of my message and methods, and His 

Word is my authority on how to do this, it makes sense to ask how God starts His 

book on understanding salvation. 

The Bible has one main theme: God.  What is God up to throughout 

history?  Redemption.  Redemption means "to buy back.”  In Genesis, it is clear 

that God is the Creator and man is the creation rebelling against the Creator.  

The rest of the Bible’s main theme is God buying men back, looking forward to 

the time of Christ, and then on to the end of the book of Revelation, when 

redemption will be complete, with no more sin and death.  The Bible, then, is not 

only God’s Word, a timeline, and a history book, but it is God’s outline for 

understanding redemption.  It makes sense that the word "Genesis" means 

"beginning.” 

What book of the Bible would have answers to all of these questions and 

more?  

 
Here is the diagram… 
 
Precept 
Person  
Problem 
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Punishment 
And even Provision (Jesus!)   
 
…in a real life story in the Bible?  The answer is the book of Genesis, the 

beginning.  

 
It makes sense for Christians to look to the beginning, and take others there, 

to answer the foundational questions of the gospel.  Genesis 1-11 is the 

foundation for the entire gospel message.  It answers questions like, "Who is 

God?",  "Who is man?",  "What is sin?" and "What is death?".   Without the 

foundational book of Genesis giving a true account of what happened in the 

beginning, there would be no need for the gospel.  Genesis 1-11 answers other 

questions that can be stumbling blocks for people.  Having solid historical 

answers can often open the door for skeptics to become seekers for truth.  Here 

are some of the very important issues that Genesis 1-11 explains:  

 Who God is. 

 The attributes of God. 

 How the universe got here. 

 Special creation versus evolution. 

 Man was created in the likeness of God. 

 Man was owned by and accountable to God. 

 Man has a body and soul. 

 Man is not an animal. 

 The origin of the sexes. 

 Language and personality. 

 The origin of marriage. 

 The world was once good. 

 God is a loving, just and holy Creator. 

 The schemes of the devil. 

 The origin of sin. 
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 The penalty of sin. 

 The origin of death. 

 The results of sin and death. 

 The promise of Christ (see Genesis 3:15). 

 The blood offering foreshadowing Christ. 

 The origins of languages and cultures from the tower of Babel. 

 Mankind descends from one man and one woman, therefore is all of one 
race. 

 Mankind is related to Adam, therefore is under the same curses, 
including sin and death. 

 
Knowing that Genesis establishes the foundation for all of the reasons Christ 

came, Christians must see the relevance of teaching this book as the foundation 

of the gospel.  Not only does it answer the question of why Christ had to come, it 

also answers the number one attack against Christianity in America: evolution.  

Evolution strikes at the foundation of our faith:  the book of Genesis. 

From my travels and the experience of groups from churches coming to 

work with our ministry, I see that this understanding of Genesis is the foundation 

of evangelism, and it is missing.  What is scary sometimes is that the non-

Christian world and those attacking Christianity seem to understand this more 

than the Church does.  Read this quote from an atheist, in a magazine called 

"American Atheist:” 

It becomes clear now that the justification of Jesus’ life and death is 

predicated on the existence of Adam and the forbidden fruit he and 

Eve ate.  Without original sin, who needs to be redeemed?  Without 

Adam’s fall into a life of constant sin terminated by death, what 

purpose is there to Christianity?  None. 
1
  

 
Wow!   What a quote!   I would almost want him teaching at my church! 

(just kidding).   Satan knows right where to strike, doesn’t he?  In the beginning 
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Satan challenged God’s Word, and Satan is still working in the minds of the non-

Christian world to doubt God’s Word.  The church needs to understand where the 

battle is being waged, and stand for the truth.  The same atheist author says: 

 

Christianity is -- must be! totally committed to the special creation as 

described in Genesis, and Christianity must fight with its full might, 

fair or foul against the theory of evolution. 
2
  

 
How are Christians fighting this war today?  Do local churches believe that 

Genesis is literal history, not allegory or myth?  Do we believe it is God’s Word, 

and foundational to the gospel message?  When was the last time a church 

taught Genesis, or used Genesis to teach Christians how to share the gospel? 

Once while riding a commuter train to Boston I struck up a conversation 

with the young lady next to me.  She was Jewish, attending a university in 

Boston.  When I started to witness to her, starting in Genesis, she said, "My mom 

taught me growing up that Genesis and the Adam and Eve story is only 

figurative, not literal history.”  I looked at her and said, "Are you figurative, or are 

you a literal person?". She got my point, which opened a door for the gospel. 

The Apostle Paul was grounded in the theological understanding that 

without a literal Genesis, a literal man and woman, and a literal choice by Adam 

to sin, there would be no need for a literal Savior who literally died and was 

raised again from the dead: 

                     For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

1 Corinthians 15:22 

 

Nevertheless, 

death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses --  



 31 

For if, by the trespass of the one man, 

death reigned through that one man, 

how much more will those 

who receive God's abundant provision of grace 

and of the gift of righteousness reign 

in life through the one man, 

Jesus Christ. 
Romans 5:14a, 17. 

 
If Adam, as the first human representative, did not sin once against a holy 

and just God, then the one act of Jesus Christ to pay for the sins of many on the 

cross is unnecessary.  The connection between Genesis and the gospel is 

unbreakable.  This point cannot be overstated. 

 

Big Idea for Chapter 4:  Genesis 1-11 is key to understanding why people need 
the gospel. 
 
 
 

Study Questions 
 
1. Why is it important to start in Genesis to share the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Explain the atheist’s quote in your own words and why it is important. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why is teaching Genesis as a myth or allegory, not as literal history, 

dangerous to the gospel message?  
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Footnotes 

 
1
 Richard Bozarth, "The meaning of evolution", American Atheist, September 20, 1979, 

p. 30. 
2
 Ibid., p. 19. 

 
 

 
 
 

Day 5   God’s Outline for Evangelism 
 

One day over lunch a missionary and I talked about the successes and 

disappointments with his gospel ministry.  With great concern he said, "Aaron, we 

give the gospel to children week after week, and the same kids keep raising their 

hands to be saved. Plus, we see no growth in their lives.”   He was looking to me 

for answers because he was starting to doubt whether the gospel had the power 

to change people’s lives.  

All over the world people are making decisions for Christ but many 

Christians are discouraged by the lack of fruit they observe in these converts.  It 

seems that people continue to believe and live as they did before they claimed  

to be Christians.  Is it the gospel itself that is the problem?  Or is it how the 

gospel has been communicated to them?  Often the gospel presentation itself is 

the problem.  The solution that has been presented so far consists of going back 

to the foundations, starting with the Creator, the corruption of man, and the Ten 

Commandments.  If this philosophy is correct it should apply to people all over 
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the world, not just those in America.  Has God used this method in other 

countries? 

When I entered the ministry after college with the Open Air Campaigners, 

the OAC staff in Boston encouraged me to read and use materials from a 

mission organization called New Tribes Mission, which reaches the unreached  in 

jungles and some of the remotest parts of the world.  Reading this material was a 

catalyst in helping me see the need to go back to the foundations in evangelism. 

Trevor Mcllwain, a veteran missionary and author of the book "Creation to 

Christ", discovered this approach in the 1960’s.  Below is a brief retelling of the 

story about how he struggled with the modern approaches to evangelism and 

came to realize the need for starting with the foundation to reach the unsaved. 

Many years ago, a jungle tribe who live on the island of Palawan in the 

southwestern region of the Philippines had no knowledge of Christianity.  The 

Palawano tribe had been attacked by Muslims and then by the Japanese during 

World War II.  Later, the United States liberation forces landed in Palawan 

and set the people free from their oppressors.  The Palawano people were 

naturally grateful to the Americans and opened their hearts to them.  Years 

passed and finally a missionary came and gave them the gospel. 

Through his ministry, and that of other missionaries who followed, 

thousands of Palawanos professed faith in Christ.  The missionaries then taught 

them how to live the Christian life in obedience to God.  Despite the emphasis on 

Christian living, divorce, remarriage and drunkenness were problems that 

persisted in all of the churches.  The missionaries were deeply concerned and 
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exhorted the people to set aside their old way of life and follow the new way in 

Christ.  Much of their time was spent patching up problems in people’s lives. 

Church members would be "revived" to follow the Lord, but would eventually go 

back into the same sinful cycle. 

In 1965 Trevor Mcllwain and his wife went to the Palawan Island as 

missionaries.  Their job was to oversee forty churches scattered around the 

island, helping the elders of these churches mature in the Scriptures.  As they 

worked with these people it soon became obvious that the majority of professing 

Christians were uncertain about the basic foundations of the gospel.  When 

Mcllwain asked how a person is saved, the majority said Jesus Christ secured 

only a part of their salvation, and the rest is accomplished by obeying God.  Most 

also believed that baptism was necessary for salvation.  Even though salvation 

by grace through faith had been taught from the beginning the people were 

trusting in a mixture of grace and works.  How could this be?  What was missing 

from the missionaries’ preaching? 1 

In South America other missionaries were having the same problem. 

Trevor Mcllwain received this letter from a missionary named David Brown: 

The Guajibos have a long history of missionary activity.  As early as 

1650, the Jesuits made missionary trips into this territory which 

covers almost the entire eastern plains of Colombia -- About 1958 

news of a new religion called the "Evangelical Way" began to trickle 

into this area -- With the passing of time, serious problems have come 

to the surface in the Guajibo church.  We are finding that they never 

really understood the message in the first place.  Even those who seem 

keenest have hang-ups in the fundamentals of salvation.  They quote 

catechismal answers to questions but do not understand the 

substitutionary work of Christ. 2 
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In response to this dilemma Mcllwain thought back to his theological 

training and began to teach different topics and doctrinal studies such as 

justification by faith.  After some success with this he worked closely with only six 

churches and began to teach through the gospel of John.  He soon began to see 

that the Palawan people had little knowledge of the Old Testament.  In the very 

first chapter of John, the apostle John refers back to the Old Testament 

numerous times such as --  

In the beginning was the Word --  
John 1:1 

 
And --  

-- the law was given by Moses --  
John 1:17 

 
No matter which New Testament book Mcllwain wanted to teach through 

verse by verse, all referred to the Old Testament in some way and were not the 

complete answer for helping people build a true Biblical foundation for the 

gospel.  Going back to Genesis made Mcllwain rethink his view of the plan of 

salvation and the gospel.  Just as the work of any human writer has a beginning 

and an end, so the Bible has a beginning and ending.  In between the beginning 

and the end the content moves the reader forward in the subjects the author 

wants to convey.  Like most Christians Mcllwain saw the Bible not only as a book 

of stories but also as a book containing the gospel.  Soon Mcllwain saw the Bible 

holistically, as one book unraveling one story to mankind: redemption.  Thus the 

Old Testament is the foundational and logical starting place for the story of Jesus 

Christ found in the New Testament. 
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Mcllwain says: 
 

The whole Bible is God’s message about His Son, the Saviour.  God’s 

chief purpose in writing His Book was to reveal Christ.  The Old 

Testament is the preparation for Christ.  The New Testament is the 

manifestation of Christ.  The Scriptures reveal Christ from Genesis to 

Revelation -- His-story, the story of Christ, begins in the first verse of 

Genesis, For He was there in the beginning. 
3
 

 
The answer became clear to Mcllwain and I believe it is the answer to our 

evangelism problem here in America, with both children and adults.  Mcllwain 

says: 

 

The majority of Gospel preaching, however, is usually done with very 

little foundational preparation. This lack has contributed to a 

multitude of false professions and the uncertainty of many new 

Christians about the foundations of their faith. 
4
 

 

The main reason for the confusion among the Palawano people was 

their ignorance of the Gospel as well as their ignorance of the truths 

which are given by God as the only preparation for the Gospel. 
5
 

 

Today, in most evangelical circles, the usual practice is to present 

some verses and evidences of man’s need and then swiftly turn to the 

Gospel. Following this quick presentation of man’s need, a great deal 

of time is spent endeavoring to persuade the hearers to turn to Christ. 

Our great mistake is turning quickly to the remedy without spending 

sufficient time preparing people for the Gospel. 
6
 

 
What did Mcllwain do then to prepare the Palawano people for the 

gospel? He saw the Bible as God’s evangelistic outline, starting with the book of 

Genesis.  Every book of the Bible in sequence is like a staircase leading up in 

understanding to the cross and resurrection of Christ.  What does this look like 

practically? 
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Up to this point in the book I have taught how to build a strong foundation for 

the gospel using the "The Five P’s in Evangelism".  

 

 Precept. 

 Person. 

 Problem. 

 Punishment. 

 Provision. 
 
How do "The Five P’s in Evangelism" fit with the chronological method Mcllwain 
introduced? 
 
1. Precept:  God’s way for people to understand the gospel is found in God’s 

revealed Word, The Bible.  The Bible lays the foundation of the gospel in a 
chronological way starting in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus -- and into the New 
Testament.  

 
2. Person:  The person to whom we owe our existence is God, our Creator.  

Starting in Genesis and continuing on into the book of Exodus we learn all 
about God’s attributes and character.  

 
Before New Tribe Missionaries came into a tribe in Papua, New Guinea, other 

missionaries had supposedly reached them with the gospel, yet they had no 

clear understanding of the God of the Bible.  Because they worshiped the sun 

they assumed the missionaries’ God and their god were similar.  In their pagan 

worship the priest would kill a pig and produce a mixture of its blood and liver to 

partake of and then spit at the sun to blind it and appease their sins.  When these 

first missionaries came and taught them about the Lord’s Supper the tribe gave it 

the same name as the feast to the sun. 

According to Mcllwain, when they took communion they believed they were 

appeasing God and blinding Him to their sin.  If the foundations had been laid in 

the beginning that God is all-knowing, all powerful, everywhere, eternal, the only 
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true God, holy and just, as described in the first book of the Bible, this confusion 

would never have resulted.  Likewise, if people in America understood who God 

is, there would not be so many professing Christians who clearly deny Him by 

their actions. 

 
3. Problem: The book of Genesis introduces the reader to mankind’s greatest 

problem: corruption.  Because of the fall of Adam and Eve’s rebellion against 
God, all people now are corrupted with sin.  What does this mean, then, for 
every person? 

 
4. Punishment: All throughout the Old Testament God reveals that when His 

commandments are broken, the payment is death. Because every person is 
corrupted with sin, each person faces God’s punishment. This is taught 
clearly through many stories in the Old Testament: Cain and Abel, Noah, Lot, 
Moses etc.  

 
How has Mcllwain seen the Ten Commandments at work in the tribes? One 

day while teaching a seminar on the chronological approach to evangelism he 

wanted to make a point about the need for this approach.  Mcllwain pointed out a 

Palawano man who had just eaten breakfast and was full.  When the man was 

asked if he wanted more scrambled eggs he said no.  After the request to give 

him more eggs was repeated the man emphatically said, "No!"  Mcllwain said, 

 

"That’s right . . .You ate a good breakfast.  You are not hungry.  You 

have no appetite for food.” 

 

"Oh, now I see!" he exclaimed. 

 

As it is in the natural realm, so it is in the spiritual. While people are 

filled with their own self-righteousness, it is useless to try to force the 

Gospel on them.  The Gospel is for the hungry, for the thirsty, and for 

the weary.  It is for those broken before God through a realization of 

their own sinfulness. 
7
 

 
Mcllwain goes on: 



 39 

 

The problem with many of the tribal professing believers to whom I 

first ministered in the Philippines was that they had never judged 

themselves according to the perfection and holiness of God as 

revealed in the Law.  Because they had not been exposed to the 

correct ministry of the Law, they were trusting in a mixture of works 

and grace.  They were offering God their own sacrifices of good 

works instead of accepting God’s mercy in the gospel of Christ. 
8
 

 
Is there a way of escape?  Yes there is!  All throughout the Old Testament, 

God teaches the Israelites a provision is coming for the world.  

  
5. Provision: After four thousand years of preparation God reveals His final 

provision from the penalty of sin in His Son Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world!  

 
In the chart below is what I call again "The Five P’s" and "The Five C’s in 

Evangelism".  These are the principles non-Christians need to understand so the 

gospel makes sense.  They are God’s "word pictures" in real life so we can 

understand His principles of the gospel message.  

 
God’s Evangelistic Outline: 

“The Five P’s and The Five C’s in Evangelism” 
 

What to Teach  How to Teach 

Precept  Chronological 

Person  Creator 

Problem  Corruption 

Punishment  Commandments 

Provision  Christ 

 

In view of all of this, what would I now say to my missionary friend who is 

struggling with his children's’ ministry? 
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First, don’t assume that raising a hand means they understand the message. Sit 

down and talk with people, especially children, about what they believe.  Assume 

they know nothing until they can clearly state that they are trusting in Christ alone 

for their salvation and nothing else. 

Second, I would show him the above chart, explaining that the gospel is not the 

problem.  It’s the kids who are unprepared for the gospel.  Take time to go 

through the foundations of the Old Testament, showing them their need of a 

Savior. 

Then explain the gospel. 

New Tribes Mission has endeavored to do this by explaining God’s story 

of salvation in a book called "Firm Foundations: Creation to Christ.”  NTM has 

done the hard work of outlining the most important truths in God’s chronological 

events in fifty lessons including The Bible, Who is God?, Creation of angels,  

The creation story, God creating man, etc.  Twenty-nine lessons are from the Old 

Testament and twenty-one are from the New Testament, teaching the life, death, 

burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ as one story. 

Some might think this outline is too long.  However, a person can take 

from the outline only what is needed in a given situation.  If there are three, five, 

seven, fourteen or fifty days to work with an individual or group, Christians can 

use the wealth of material and use it effectively in their particular situation, 

keeping the concept of building the foundations first, before presenting the 

gospel. 
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Big Idea for Chapter 5:  The Biblical outline of Creator, corruption, 
commandments and Christ is a necessary progression for evangelism today.   
 
 
 

Study Questions 
 
1. Why was my missionary friend struggling? What is the solution? 
 
 
 
 
2. What is God’s evangelistic outline? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Explain the "Five C’s" in "God’s Evangelistic Outline" and how they teach 
 "The Five P’s in Evangelism". 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footnotes 
 
1
 Trevor Mcllwain and Nancy Everson, Firm Foundations: Creation to Christ 

(Sanford, Florida: New Tribes Mission, 1991), p. 7-8. 
2
 Ibid.,  p. 10. 

3
 Ibid., p. 32. 

4
 Ibid.,  p. 5. 

5
 Ibid., p. 20. 

6
 Ibid.,  p. 28. 

7
 Ibid., p. 24. 

8
 Ibid., p. 27. 
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