
Historic Christian Doctrine and the Cults 

 
 Jesus Christ Himself said, “Watch out for false prophets” (Matthew 7:15).  

Instead of examining a belief based upon the Bible and what the church has taught 

historically for 2,000 years, millions of Americans and others around the world are in 

cults.  The late cult expert Walter Martin said a cult is “any religious group which differs 

significantly in some or more respects as to belief or practice from those religious groups 

which are regarded as the normative expression of religion in our total culture.”
1
  

Basically, any religious movement that would teach doctrines about the Bible, God, Jesus 

and salvation apart from the clear interpretation of Scripture and the historic Christian 

faith would be considered a cult.  What has the church taught over the last 2,000 years? 

The Bible 

 The Bible alone claims to be the Word of God and does not point to any 

organization, church or mortal man for finding eternal truth.  Even Jesus Christ made the 

Old Testament Scriptures His Authority and submitted to them (Matthew 4).  In 2 

Timothy 3:16 the Scriptures are said to be inspired of God.  “All Scripture…” meaning 

every part of Scripture is given by the breath of God.  Any group or man that would teach 

the Bible is not sufficient for finding truth and needs their ‘truth’ and revelations would 

be outside the clear teachings of Scripture and what the church has taught historically.   

God 

 According to God’s Word, there is one living and true God existing in three 

eternal persons-Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 45:5-7,  1 

Corinthians 8:4) Each person in the Godhead show attributes of Deity, having all 
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knowledge, power, and knowledge.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit were involved in 

creation, and each deserves worship (Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14, Ephesians 3:9, 

Hebrews 1:3, Genesis 1:2, Ps. 100). 

Jesus Christ 

 Jesus Christ Himself claimed to be the second person in the Trinity, the Son of 

God (Matthew 26:63-64).  The resurrection proved Jesus Christ was the Messiah and the 

Son of God (Romans 1:4).  Jesus also taught that He and the Father were one (John 

10:30).  One of Jesus’ names was Immanuel, which means “God with us” (Matthew 

1:23).  The apostles taught Jesus was our Great God and Savior (Titus 2:13) and the true 

God (1 John 5:20).  Through church history Jesus was worshipped as God and was the 

source of salvation to all who trust in Him (John 3:16).    

Salvation 

 What made Christianity especially unique to Judaism was the doctrine of being 

made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ apart from works of the Law.  “Know that a 

man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16).  

Because mankind’s sin was such an offense to a Holy God, only the death penalty was 

satisfy God’s justice (Romans 6:23).  Therefore, when the Son of God became flesh He 

died a substitutionary death for sinners so they could be pardoned.  Jesus Christ rose from 

the dead, defeating death showing He is the only source for forgiveness and eternal life (1 

John 2:2, Romans 3:25, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, John 3:36, Acts 10:43).  The only proper 

response to Jesus dying on cross for sinners is coming before Christ with repentance and 

faith trusting in Him for forgiveness (Acts 20:21, Ephesians 2:8,9). 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Main Doctrine 



 In 1870 a small group of Bible study students in Pittsburgh PA. elected Charles 

Taze Rusell as their pastor.  In 1870 Russell began to publish his teachings and in 1917 

this new “Christian” movement called themselves the Jehovah’s Witnesses.
2
  Here is 

what they believe about the Scriptures, God, Jesus, and salvation. 

The Bible 

 For over fifty years the Jehovah’s Witnesses (JW’s) used the King James Bible.  

However in 1950 and later revised in 1951 and 1961 the JW’s created their own 

translation called the New World Translation (NWT) to suit their beliefs.
3
  One example 

of a translation change is John 1:1 which says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God and the Word was God” (John 1:1).  This is one of the many 

passages that explain Jesus being the Word of God and actually being called God.  

However, in the NWT they translate John 1:1 this way: “In the beginning was the 

Word…and the Word was a god.”  This again is just one translation error that fits their 

doctrine of Jesus not being God.   

God 

 God to the JW is strictly the name Jehovah.  They deny the Trinity and believe 

Satan created the doctrine of the Trinity.  The Holy Spirit is not God or a person, simply 

God’s active force.
4
 

Jesus Christ 

 Jesus Christ was the first creation of Jehovah and is Michael the archangel.  Jesus 

showed subjection to Jehovah by dying on a stake and was raised from the dead as an 

immortal spirit.
5
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Salvation 

 Only a 144,000 JW’s will share in heavenly glory, the rest of the faithful JW’s 

who do Jehovah’s good works will inherit the new earth and live eternally.
6
   

 

Mormonism:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Main Doctrine 

 The founder of Mormonism is Joseph Smith and was born in Sharon, Vermont, 

1805.  Smith was mystical man, and in 1820 said he received a vision from an angel that 

God’s truth had been lost and that he (Joseph Smith) was the man to bring back the one 

true faith to earth.
7
 

The Bible 

 Mormon’s do accept the King James Bible as the Word of God, as long as it is 

properly interpreted.  However, they also accept three other books from God:  The Book 

of Mormon, the Doctrine of Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price.  The book of 

Mormon supposedly came from Joseph Smith finding golden plates of ancient Egyptian 

hieroglyphics.  However to this day, there has been no proof of Smith’s findings or a 

special Egyptian language.
8
 

God 

 Mormon’s have four main doctrines about God.  First, God is a mortal man like 

humans.  Second, God evolved from mortal men.  Third, Mormon’s actually are 
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polytheists and believe in millions of other little gods.  Fourth, good Mormon males can 

become a god.
9
 

Jesus Christ 

 Jesus Christ is simply one of God’s spirit children.  He is considered greater than 

other spirits for coming into the flesh and being born of a mortal mother.
10

   

Salvation 

 Because of the atonement of Christ, every Mormon can be saved through baptism, 

obedience to the laws, and marriage.
11

 

 

In conclusion, a simple study of other religious beliefs reveals that many of the Christian 

movements in America do take on the definition of a cult.  Christians should not be afraid 

of cult members, but welcome them in their home for a discussion about the true gospel.  
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