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Defending the Need for Apologetics 

By Aaron Wentz 

 

What is Apologetics? 

 In Philippians 1:16 the Apostle Paul says he was placed in jail “…knowing that I am put 

here for the defense of the gospel.”  The English word “defense” is really the Greek word apologia 

which in the first century referred to a legal defense.  Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest wrote that the 

word apologia “was a technical word in the Greek law courts used to designate the work of a 

lawyer, one who presented a verbal defense for his client, proving that the charge preferred 

against his client was not true.”  Wuest concludes by writing, “The Bible today is being charged 

with being a man-made book, full of inaccuracies, a mass of myths and fairy tales.  Christians are 

exhorted to present a verbal defense for the Bible, proving that the charge is not true.”
1
  First 

Peter 3:15 says “…always be prepared to given an answer (apologia) to everyone who asks you 

to give the reason for the hope that you have…”  Jude reminded and challenged his readers to 

“contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3).
2
   

 A real life example of how apologetics is being used today is through people like Dr. 

William Lane Craig, one of the world’s foremost apologists.  All over the world Dr. Craig contends 

for the faith and tears down lies that challenge God and His Word through his writing, speaking, 

and public debates at well-known universities.  According to Dr. Craig, the purpose of apologetics 

is: 

“Apologetics is that branch of Christian theology that seeks to provide rational warrant for 
Christianity’s truth claims.  It contains offensive and defensive elements, on the one hand 

presenting positive arguments for Christian truth claims and on the other refuting objections 

brought against Christianity’s truth claims.”
3
 

 
If a thoughtful and well-informed Christian does not stand up against the barrage of objections 

brought against Christianity, then who will?  Satan would love nothing more than to keep putting 
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lies out into the culture with no one to stand up and say why they are wrong.  If no one will defend 

Christ and defeat the objections that come from the mind of the enemy, then the enemy wins, and 

souls are lost because they believe lies instead of the truth which can save their souls.   

 Another soldier for Christ in the area of apologetics has been Dr. Norman Geisler.  Dr. 

Geisler has been defending the faith publicly for over fifty years.  Perhaps his definition of 

apologetics makes it clear enough for everyone to understand why apologetics is so needed.  Dr. 

Geisler said apologetics “…is opening the door, clearing the rubble, and getting rid of the hurdles 

so that people can come to Christ.”
4
  What is beautiful about Dr. Geisler’s definition of apologetics 

is how he sees apologetics clearly used in the purpose of evangelism to the glory of God.  The 

“closed door, rubble, and hurdles” of which he speaks all represent the roadblocks Satan has 

created so people won’t walk through the “gospel door” and find Christ who can free them from 

Satan’s lies and bring them into God’s kingdom.  When a person turns from Satan’s lies and 

embraces Jesus’ truth, God is glorified and Satan is defeated.  Without apologetics opening the 

door, clearing the rubble, and getting rid of the hurdles, Satan’s deception wins, and Satan is 

glorified in the ruining of another human life.  Therefore, since apologetics is the noble task of 

replacing Satan’s lies with God’s truth, it is absolutely crucial in evangelism and missions in the 

world today.   

 

An apologetic for apologetics 

 Since apologetics is very helpful in spiritual warfare, it would make sense that Satan 

would promote lies about apologetics!  As with the Apostle Peter, even well-meaning Christians 

are not immune from a Satanic thought.  When Peter thought his idea of keeping Jesus from the 

cross was noble, Jesus rebuked his idea as Satanic.  Likewise Christians today, if not aware of 

the nature of spiritual warfare, can become easily duped into believing a satanic lie pertaining to 

apologetics.  Satan would probably love nothing more than the church to become impotent by 

believing that evangelism and apologetics are not necessary.  Therefore, an apologetic for 

apologetics is needed.  Here are six false ideas about apologetics. 
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1.  Apologetics is unbiblical.  Actually, two whole New Testament books were written to combat 

false ideas that had the potential of destroying the early church. The Apostle Paul wrote the letter 

to the Galatians to protect them against the false ideas of the Judiaizers who taught that keeping 

the Ten Commandments and circumcision were necessary for salvation.  Also, the Apostle John 

wrote the book of 1 John as an apologetic against the teachings of Gnosticism which tried to 

cripple the Divinity and humanity of Jesus.
5
  Even Jesus gave many convincing proofs that he 

was alive after his crucifixion and resurrection from the dead (Acts 1:1-3).   

2.  Christians just need to preach the gospel.  First, the Apostle Paul at times needed to 

defend the gospel as seen in Philippians 1 and his sermon in the pagan city of Athens, Greece 

(Acts 17).  Therefore, to say Christians just need to preach the gospel is unbiblical.  Second, 

saving faith starts with knowledge, sound reasoning, and understanding.  Since Satan is very 

active in using false knowledge and false reasoning to create a wrong understanding of God and 

the Bible and Truth and Jesus, apologetics is necessary to repair and restore what Satan has 

destroyed, through teaching God’s truth to make a reasonable foundation as to why Christianity 

should be believed.   

3.  Apologetics, using arguments, and giving reasons don’t save anyone.  First of all, one 

would have to have all knowledge to know that apologetics has never saved or been used to win 

someone to Christ.  Actually, the opposite is true.  In fact one of the most influential Christian 

thinkers and writers, C.S. Lewis, was profoundly impacted by apologetics and sound reasoning 

prior to his conversion.  Second, if Satan gives false reasons not to believe in Jesus, why 

shouldn’t Christians give positive reasons to believe in Jesus?  And third, Peter Kreft wisely 

wrote: 

“Arguments may not bring you to faith, but they can certainly keep you away from faith.  
Therefore we must join the battle of arguments.  Arguments can bring you to faith in the same 

sense as a car can bring you to the sea.  The car can’t swim; you have to jump in to do that.  But 
you can’t jump in from a hundred miles inland.  You need a car first to bring you to the point 

where you can make a leap of faith into the sea.”
6
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4.  People come to Christ through experience not reason.  Peter Kreft writes again on this 

subject by stating, “Most of us know that our heart is our center, not our head.  But apologetics 

gets at the heart through the head.  The head is important precisely because it is the gate to the 

heart.  We can only love what we know.”
7
 

5.  Apologetics is too intellectual and abstract.  Again Peter Kreft writes: 

“Most people scorn or ignore apologetics because it seems very intellectual, abstract and rational.  
They contend that life and love and morality and sanctity are much more important than reason.  

Those who reason this way are right; they just don’t notice that they are reasoning.  We can’t 
avoid doing it – we can only avoid doing it well.  Further, reason is a friend, not an enemy to 

faith.”
8
 

 
6.  Christians shouldn’t argue with people.  If the word “argue” means yelling at people, then 

Scripture seriously frowns on this behavior since Christians are to defend the faith with 

gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15).  But the word “argue” in the philosophical use of the word 

means to set forth a set of arguments or premises that lead to a conclusion.  An example would 

be in a court of law when a lawyer defends his position with evidence to make the conclusion that 

his client is not guilty.  An argument is only valid when its conclusion follows from its premises.
9
 

 Therefore, since Satan tells lies, Christians out of compassion need to rescue people 

from Satan’s lies by replacing the lie with the truth.  The only way Christians can be on the 

offensive and help people in this “truth war” is to “argue” or set forth true statements that lead to 

the conclusion that God’s Word’s and His Son are true.   

Dr. Clay Jones, Associate Professor of Christian Apologetics at Biola University has 

brilliantly written on this exact subject and why Christians need to argue or fight against Satan 

and his lies.  Dr. Jones’ words below taken from his internet blog:  “Arguing doesn’t do any good?  

Sure it does!” are worth reading as it is the highlight argument of this paper.  Dr. Jones writes: 

We’ve all heard someone say, “People shouldn’t argue.” Well, my answer to that is to ask, 
“Can you give me some reasons for why you believe that?” Of course the reason is: “because 
arguing doesn’t do any good.” To this I will point out that they have just argued. After all, “argue” 
simply means to “give reasons for what you believe” and that is exactly what they have done. 
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Look, “People shouldn’t argue” is just another one of Satan’s talking points that his minions 
(and sometimes even some Christians!) mindlessly blabber.  Now, if “argue” meant “two people 
screaming and neither person listening,” then I’m against it. But since “argue” means to give 
reasons for what you believe, then that is precisely what we should be doing. If anything, many 
Christians should do it much more than they do. Consider that Christ and the apostles argued a lot 
and, well, WWJD, then we should too. 

After all, what exactly do we think was going on when Jesus talked to the Pharisees? 
Arguing, right? And usually the Pharisees got really mad. They accused Jesus of being a demon 
possessed blasphemer and sometimes they tried to stone him or push him off of a cliff. 

And the apostles were no different. Two examples should suffice. In Acts 19:8 we read that 
“Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing [dialegomai] 
persuasively about the kingdom of God.” Then in Acts 17:2-3 it says, “As his custom was, Paul 
went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned [dialegomai] with them from the 
Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead.” As is the 
case with the NIV, translations might render dialegomai sometimes as argue and other times as 
reason but it’s the same Greek word. Of course, what’s at stake here is significant. Would the devil 
like anything more than when someone challenged the truth of historic Christianity, we just sat 
silent while quoting to ourselves the maxim “people shouldn’t argue”? 

On the contrary, what the church needs is many people trained to defend the truths of 
historic Christianity. Answering tough questions is a great encouragement to the church. For 
example, consider Acts 18:27-28: ”When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged 
him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who 
by grace had believed. For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving  from the 
Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.” Don’t we need more Christians like Apollos? 1 Pet. 3:15: 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”10 
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