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Christianity to many people would be comparable to a stamp collection.  Even if

Christianity is true, such as Jesus dying on a cross, it is irrelevant to our modern

everyday lives.  Just because something might be true, doesn’t mean it is important or

relevant enough to consider.  A stamp collector may tell you all he knows about his

precious Queen Victoria stamps, but in the end most people in their minds would

probably say, “Who cares?”  Sadly, when many people consider the Bible and Jesus of

Nazareth, it is nothing more than an ancient stamp collection.[1]  Alister McGrath in his

book Intellectuals Don’t Need God and Other Modern Myths challenges his readers by

showing the relevancy of Christianity in three ways.

First, for Christianity to be true and relevant, it needs to have a basis for morality. 

McGrath writes, “Christianity offers a worldview, which is declares to be true on the best

of authorities, and which in turn leads to the generation of moral values and ideals that

are able to give moral meaning and dignity to our existence.”[2]  Without God and

absolute moral values, anything is permissible.  No one wants to live in a world where

there are no rules and boundaries.  Moral values expressed in the Ten Commandments

and Jesus’ teaching on “loving your neighbor” have been the foundation for western

societies moral fabric.  Other countries like Vietnam and the old Soviet Union that have

endorsed communism and atheism which have produced some the worst leaders killing

millions without regard to human life.  Why?  Without God and a moral compass,

anything is permissible.  And sadly, many leaders in atheistic countries have lived out a

world-view of life without moral accountability.  Christianity has given Western culture

the understanding of what is means to live as a moral human being.  Therefore,

Christianity has relevance in the culture.  And, these eternal principles of loving your

neighbor as yourself matter for today and the future.
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Secondly, for Christianity to be relevant, it needs to have a framework for making sense

of experience.  The best example of this point would be human suffering.  Since every

human in their lifetime will partake in some kind of suffering and even death, how is

one to make sense of it?  McGrath writes, “Psychologists have stressed that there seems

to be an inbuilt human need to make sense of things…”[3]  Does Christianity offer a good

explanation as to why we experience the things we do as humans?

The late British atheistic philosopher Bertrand Russell is quoted as saying “No one can sit

at the bedside of a dying child and still believe in God.”  At first glance this quote

probably makes any Christian take a step back.  Thankfully though, good Christian

thinkers like apologist Greg Koukl puts Russell’s attack of Christianity in perspective; “My

response to Mr. Russell is, “What would you say (Mr. Russell as an atheist) to a dying

child?” What could an atheist say? “Too bad”? “Tough luck”? “Bum deal”? You see, in that

circumstance, there’s no possibility of redemption for that evil.”[4]

Of all world views, Christianity shines bright as being very relevant even in the worst of

circumstances such a young children dying.  In Hinduism, Buddhism, and especially

Atheism, once death has occurred, no matter what age it happens, the hope of seeing

your loved again is lost.  And to try explain why a person is dying and what comes next

is truly hopeless.  However in Christianity, though the experience of suffering is

emotionally difficult, Christianity in many cases can answer the “Why?” questions.  Why

is there death in the world?  Where did death come from?  Why do people suffer?  What

happens after death?  And, is there a heaven and a hell?  Plus, as Greg Koukl said, even

in the worst of cases, there is redemption and hope.  God can take even the loss of a life,

and use it for the good of the person that has died, and in those they have left behind. 

But in atheism, there is no hope after the grave, and there is no good answer to give to a

child or a parent in the worst of circumstances.  So at first glance, many seem to think

Christianity is irrelevant, but in comparison to other world-views, it stands outs with the

most hope and relevancy.

And third, for Christianity to be relevant, it needs a vision to guide and inspire us.[5] 

People have always looked for answers and hope in a difficult world.  Is there a reason

why we are here on this earth?  What is the purpose of life? Atheists like the late Carl

Sagan answer these questions by stating, “Our planet is a lonely speck in the great

enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in all this vastness, there is no hint that help

will come from elsewhere to save us from ourselves.”[6]  How much inspiration is there

in beliefs like this from Carl Sagan?  However, Christianity offers again a ray of hope. 

Alister McGrath writes, “Christianity offers a vision- a vision of God’s gracious

intervention in our sinful lives, of his forgiveness of our sins through the death of Christ,

of the continued presence and power of God in our lives, and of our final entry into the

glory of  the kingdom, where we share in the resurrection of Christ.”[7]  Not only does

Christianity offer a belief in God and why we are here, but it is the only religion where
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God comes Himself down to earth to save man.  No other religion or world-view has

such a vision.  Not only does God save man through Christ, but gives us the hope of life

after death in a real kingdom with meaning and purpose.  Christianity is a guide through

life, and a hope to inspire us to carry on knowing our God has not left us orphaned and

abandoned, but has a hope and future for all who love Him.
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