
 

A Simple Introduction to Christian Apologetics 

By Aaron Wentz 
 

Introduction 
 

Apologetics?  What a strange word.  I’ll agree with you, it is a strange 

word.  Sometimes Christians say, “What do I have to apologize about?”  Actually, 

nothing.  The word apologetics simply means to give a defense of what you 

believe.  Have you ever been in a situation and you wished you had an answer 

about the Christian faith, and stumbled your way through an explanation of the 

gospel, or said nothing at all?  I can relate.  In my early Christian days when I 

had to defend my faith in some way, I shrunk back and said nothing.  “Why open 

my mouth and embarrass myself?”, I thought.  Every Christian knows they should 

share their faith, but we all have to admit that it is really hard.  The good news is 

we live in an amazing time of history.  The amount of information available to 

defend our Christian faith is outstanding!  The fact that you have picked up this 

booklet says a lot about your desire to be obedient to God and share and defend 

the Christian faith. 

This booklet is called “A Simple Introduction to Christian Apologetics” 

because I am barely scratching the surface of this subject.  On any area of the 

Christian faith like “Why does a good God allow evil?” and “How can Jesus be 

the only way to heaven?”, there are books and books on the subject plus the 

internet.  My hope is after reading this booklet it will build your faith, give you 

confidence to share your faith, and want to know more about what we believe as 

Christians.   



Because there is so much to discover defending what we believe as 

Christians, it is hard to narrow down what is the foundational issue Christians 

must understand and defend.  From my 12 years of full time missionary work on 

college campuses and witnessing in general, I believe the existence and nature 

of God, and the purpose and credibility of the Bible are foremost to defend.  In 

many ways, God doesn’t need defending because of the magnificence of 

creation, and the Bible can speak for itself if someone would actually read it with 

an open mind.  But remember, the devil is the author of lies.  These lies create 

barriers for people to think critically about God, and even open a Bible.  

Apologetics then is not only defending the gospel, but sharing the truth, so that 

lies can be replaced with truth.  Hopefully what can follow from learning the truth 

is an encounter with the living God and His Son Jesus Christ.   

To make the truths about God and Bible memorable, I’ve created three 

acronyms.  The first acronym is M.A.S.T.E.R. which is helpful to remember the 

attributes of God.  The second acronym is about defending God’s existence 

called G.E.N.E.S.I.S.  Again, it is by no means thorough, however, it does 

provide some basic information for a pre-Christian.  Plus, for a Christian wanting 

to know the basic arguments for God’s existence, the simple ideas presented will 

allow a believer to do more in-depth study to develop each idea.  The other 

acronym that defends the Bible is called G.U.I.D.E.  This acronym is a logical 

step by step approach starting with the letter G, and moving your way through to 

the letter E.  The G.E.N.E.S.I.S acronym can be used progressively or in any 

order.  The G.U.I.D.E acronym has a nice flow of thought down through 



arguments of why the Bible is reliable.  The information in each acronym will take 

some work to memorize, but in the end, your own personal confidence in the 

Lord with grow, and you’ll never be truly at a loss for what to say in these two 

foundational areas again.   

May the Lord bless you, 

Aaron Wentz 

 

 

 

Chapter 1:  Why God is foundational to the Gospel 
 

Everyone has obstacles believing the Christian message.  Some have 

simple questions and others multiple complex questions.  To be effective in 

getting people into the Kingdom of God, Christians have to ready to give people 

answers to why they should believe the claims of the Bible.  Basically, Christian 

apologetics is knocking down barriers so a person can see why Jesus is so 

worthy of following.   

The first obstacle many people have is questions about God.  The second 

major obstacle people have deals with the Bible.  When it comes to the idea of 

God people ask: Is there a God?  Who are we and why are we here? Why is 

anything here? Who says what is right and wrong?  Am I accountable to God? If 

God does exist, which God out of all the thousands of religions is right? Is God in 

everything? Is God everywhere? Is God knowable? Is God a person? Is God 

male or female? Is Jesus God? Does God care about me and what I do? Does 

God forgive sin? All these questions and many more may need to be answered 



as to why salvation is needed. Therefore, being able to explain who God is and 

why is He relevant to everyone’s lives is the foundation of the gospel.  Consider 

these true illustrations: 

One day a charismatic pastor and I were sharing our mission trip 

experiences. He shared that he went to Bangladesh to hold a seminar for area 

pastors and leaders. During the week, the pastor emphasized the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, such as how to do divine healings and use the Spirit in ministry. On 

the last day of the seminar some pastors stood up, representing much of the 

group, and said, "What is the Holy Spirit?". 

Like the pastor who assumed his audience shared his understanding of 

the Holy Spirit, Christians today must not assume that the people with whom they 

share the gospel already understand the God of the Bible. Going back to the 

origins of America and into the 1940's, when someone talked about God, people 

understood this to be the God of the Bible and knew certain key facts about Him. 

Now, just over sixty years later, there is an ignorance of God as He is presented 

in Scripture. In post-Christian America as in Bangladesh, Christians must not 

assume that people understand the true and living God of the Bible. Consider the 

following statistics about America. 

According to the combined research by The University of Michigan 

Information Services and Barna Research, about 40 to 44% of Americans say 

they attend a church weekly (any church of any belief).1 When heads are 

counted, however, only about 20% of Americans it is estimated go to church 



weekly. If this is true, about three fourths of our country is not being exposed to 

the Word of God on a regular basis or, in many cases, not at all.  

Similarly, the Barna Research Group reports that to Americans, religious 

faith is very important, but less then half of Americans are absolutely committed 

to the "Christian" faith. Also, of adults who claim to be Christian, two out of every 

three say there is no absolute truth, and four out of five teenagers who claim to 

be Christians say there is no absolute truth. Most people, even so-called 

Christians, hold to the relativist belief that something is true because what they 

think or believe makes it true. George Barna suggests that "Many Americans 

may have fallen in love with faith rather than the object of their faith". 2 

Think of the high schools in America. How many teenagers love and share 

the gospel of Jesus Christ? I actually went to three high schools as a teenager 

and was never once witnessed to by another classmate. After I became a 

Christian in 1992, I tried to go back into one of my high schools to start an after-

school Christian club. Out of two thousand students, I only found ten students 

who wanted to join. At one high school with a population of four thousand 

students when I was asked to speak at the after-school Christian club, only 

fifteen students came. After my gospel presentation, I discovered that only three 

students knew the gospel, while the others made fun of me or started challenging 

my message.  

America has changed culturally, morally and religiously. This new reality 

must be considered in our efforts to evangelize our world. In the seventies, my 

sister and I grew up with "Little House on the Prairie" teaching us morals and 



even to pray to God when we ate dinner as a family. Now young people are 

raised watching reality TV shows, with half-naked women eating cow rectums to 

win money (this actually happened). 

Think about all the cultural changes that are happening in America due to 

immigration. Currently, 43% of the U.S. population are immigrants with 1.3 million 

new immigrants coming in each year. 3 With cultural diversity comes the influx of 

different religions. Different religions mean different gods, and different ways to 

reach God. In Detroit, Michigan, there are more Arabic people than anywhere 

else in the western hemisphere. It is not uncommon to see Muslim women 

walking around in major U.S. cities with their bodies and faces covered.   

The president of The Christian Research Institute, Hank Hannegraff, often 

says on his radio program that every cult and false religion starts with the 

misconception of God. The foundation of every world religion, cult, and false 

Christian denomination is a different god, or a twisting of the character of God. 

This is why the popular evangelism style of starting by saying, "God loves you 

and has a wonderful plan for your life!" is, in most cases, no longer valid. Saying 

"God loves you" assumes that a person already understands the God of the Bible 

and what He is like. Americans, churched and non-churched, need to be taught 

like never before the foundation of the gospel, starting with the knowledge of the 

true God.  

 
The Big Idea for Chapter 1: God is the foundation of the gospel.  Only when a 
person has the right God, will it lead them to the understanding of salvation. 
 
 

Study Questions 



 
1. Why is God the foundation of the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What does "God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life" assume? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is at the heart of every false religion and teaching? 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 2:  Who God is and what is He like? 

 
 

Remember September 11th, 2001? Remember the New York sky being 

filled with smoke and then the horror of the Twin Towers crumbling to the 

ground? Remember the weeks of families wondering where their loved ones 

were who were missing in the rubble? 

What changed the lives of Americans and the rest of the world on 

September 11th was an encounter with men who lived out their view of God. Not 

the God of the Bible, but the god of Islam, Allah. These five Muslims changed 

America because of their zealous beliefs about God. Some of their beliefs 

included that if they killed themselves for the sake of Allah, they would 

immediately go to heaven where virgins would be waiting to meet their every 

desire. It can’t be said often enough that people’s beliefs affect their own destiny 

and, many times, the destiny of others. Henry Blackaby’s quote is very clear in 



light of September 11th: "What you believe about God will determine what you do 

and how you live". 1 

Pre-Christians have good questions about God, and Christians need to 

have good answers.  Some questions about Jesus and God are simply mockery, 

but many are honest and sincere.  No one commits themselves to someone 

unless they first understand and can trust them.  Likewise with God, a person 

may not follow Jesus until they can some their God questions like, “Does God 

exist?  Who is God?  Where did He come from?  Is God knowable?  Is God a he 

or a she?” etc.  Therefore, being able to understand and explain God to others is 

foundational to apologetics and evangelism.  The actual and study of God is 

called theology.  Some Christians consider theology boring, but if the following 

short study on God seems dry or irrelevant, remember September 11th. 

Here are some of the main attributes of God necessary to give a 

reasonable defense of the Christian faith: 

 
God is the Creator. 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth --  
Genesis 1:1 

 
God is the author of life and created all things in six days, according to 

Genesis 1 and 2, and Exodus 20:8-11. Like a potter working on a piece of 

pottery, God created and continues to create, shape, and sustain everything (see 

Psalm 139:13, Hebrews 1:3). Deists believe God created, but then left creation to 

run itself like a wound up clock. With the God of the Bible, this is not the case.  

The Creator continues to manage all that he created and continues to create.  



Also, the creation is not the Creator. God is not the earth or the trees. God 

created the earth and the trees like the potter creates pottery. It is popular today 

to believe that God is in everything, thus opening doors for the worship of nature 

and even people. The word theologians use to describe this distinction and 

separation between Creator and creation is "transcendence" This is important to 

the gospel because God, as the Creator, has the right to tell people what to do 

(see Jeremiah 18, Romans 9). 

 
God is Spirit and is everywhere at the same time. 
 

God is spirit --  
John 4:24 

 
God is not a human being with flesh and bones. He is sexless. God does 

not need air to breath, food to eat, or sun to keep him warm. God needs nothing 

to survive! Because God is spirit, 1 Timothy 6:16 describes Him as " -- Whom no 

one has seen or can see". When the Bible talks about God’s hands, eyes, etc., 

these are what theologians call anthropomorphisms, meaning God uses human 

terms to describe Himself so people can understand how He interacts with His 

creation. Because God is not confined to a body, no one can flee from His 

presence, see Psalm 139:7. Therefore, Christians say God is "omnipresent", 

meaning present everywhere. "Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight 

(Hebrews 4:13). 

 
God is Powerful. 
 

Great is our Lord and mighty in power --  
Psalm 147:5 

 



How powerful is God? How much power is necessary to create billions of 

galaxies? Christians use the term Omnipotent, meaning God has all power. He 

has the power to carry out whatever He wills (according to His divine character, 

meaning:  God can’t lie) and nothing stands in His way, no man or angel or Satan 

himself. 

 
God is All-Knowing. 
 

-- his understanding has no limit. 
Psalm 147:5 

 
How much knowledge did God need to create all things? While men 

copy the design of creation to create useful objects, God had no counselors or 

teachers and never went to school to learn. For " -- he founded the world by His 

wisdom", see Jeremiah 10:12. Christians use the term Omniscience, meaning 

God is all-knowing.  "Openness Theology" proposes that God is limited in his 

knowledge and does not know all things about the future. However, Psalm 147:5 

states that God’s knowledge is not limited, but is infinite. This is important to the 

gospel because God knows everything; past, present, and future, about all 

human beings. If God was limited regarding the events of the future, how could 

Jesus die for the particular sins of people not yet alive? 

 
God is a Person and Knowable. 
 

But the Lord God called to the man, 

'Where are you?' 
Genesis 3:9 

 
I was first challenged about God being personal by a Jewish woman with 

intensity in her eyes who said, "For you to say God can be known is the height of 



arrogance!" Many religions, such as Islam, believe God is so transcendent and 

above us He cannot be known personally. Although God is transcendent, He is 

also near to all people because He is Spirit. The theological word for God being 

near is imminence. From the beginning God has made Himself known. We see 

this from the opening chapters in Genesis where God talked with man to make 

Himself known, all the way to God finally becoming flesh in Jesus Christ.  The 

reason the Scriptures use pronouns like He and Him to describe God is not that 

God is male, but because God is a person, not an "it" or a "force". Only a Creator 

with personality could give His creation the ability to think, make choices, and 

express emotions. This is important to the gospel because the heart of the 

gospel is that a personal God has been offended by His creation made in His 

image. Still, God desires people to know Him and to be reconciled to Him, see 2 

Corinthians 5:17-21. 

 
God is One in Three Persons. 
 

To God’s elect --  

who have been chosen 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 

through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood --  
1 Peter 1:1-2, emphasis added 

 
Of all the truths God has revealed about Himself, this might be the hardest 

to understand. To understand God is like trying to explain rocket science to a two 

year old. The term biblical Christians use to describe God is the word Trinity. Tri 

means three and unity means one. The Scriptures say there is one God, (see 

Deuteronomy 6:4), but three distinct persons, as seen in the above verse and 



others, such as Matthew 28:19. Although the most intelligent person can’t fully 

comprehend the Trinity, each individual can understand it enough to believe. 

There are people who challenge belief in a Trinity, such as Jehovah’s Witnesses 

and Oneness Pentecostals. They claim that because they can’t understand the 

Trinity, it must not be true. Jay Adams in his book, "A Theology of Christian 

Counseling", says,  

 

First, when a Jehovah’s Witness says, "I can’t believe in Christianity 

because of the teaching of the Trinity; who can believe in a god that 

you can’t understand?". The Christian ought to reply, "I can’t believe 

in your god because I can understand him. Any god I can understand 

is no greater than I". God’s infinity and God’s Trinitarian nature are 

the very sorts of realities that make worship possible. We can only 

worship a God who is beyond us. 
2
 

 
Each person of the Trinity is described as God in the Bible. The Father is God, 

see 1 Peter 1:1-2. Jesus Christ the Son is God, see 1 John 5:20. The Holy Spirit 

is God, see Acts 5:1-4. Each member of the Trinity expresses personality and 

works distinctly, with different tasks, seen in the baptism of Jesus, see Mark 1:9-

11 and the work of salvation, see 1 Peter 1:1-2. Although the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit are three distinct persons, they are all one in essence as God; therein 

lies the complexity of God. This is important to the gospel because in the gospel 

message, the Father punishes the Son in the place of sinners, see Isaiah 53.  

 
God is Sovereign and is the Highest Authority. 
 

-- our Lord is greater than all gods. 

The LORD does whatever pleases him --  
Psalm 135:5-6 

 



From Genesis to Revelation, God is in charge. God controls mankind, 

human events, animals and weather. If the plan of salvation were left in the 

hands of men, it would have been corrupted a long time ago. But the Scriptures 

declare, "For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?", see 

Isaiah 14:27. This is important to the gospel because a non-Christian must turn 

away from all false beliefs and gods to embrace and be reconciled to God 

Almighty through the Lord Jesus Christ, see 1 Thessalonians 1:9. 

God is Eternal. 
 

-- he is the living God, the eternal King. 
Jeremiah 10:10 

 
"Eternal" means no beginning and no end. What does God being eternal 

have to do with the Christian message? In today’s culture skeptics ask the 

question, "Where did God come from?" as a trump card to defeat the message. If 

someone created God, who would that someone be? He, she, or it would be 

God. Well, who created that God? If someone created that God -- and on and on 

it goes. God must be eternal. This is important to the gospel because God will 

never die and will fulfill His promise of giving eternal life to His people because 

He Himself is eternal, see Psalm 90:2, John 3:16. 

God is the Redeemer. 
 

-- the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; 

he is called the God of all the earth. 
Isaiah 54:5 

 
To redeem means to purchase, deliver or buy back, such as a relative’s property. 

In God’s story, some of the people God chose and saved were Adam, Abel, 

Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God has always been the one who initiates, 



plans and saves people. Jesus Christ being the visible presence of the invisible 

God came into the world to save sinners (Colossians 1:15-17, 1 Timothy 1:15).  

God Himself has always been and will always be sufficient to plan and save a 

sinner apart from the dead works of mankind. 

Although not every attribute of God is listed in the acronym I have created 

below, it is a helpful way to remember the attributes of God.  So when a person 

needs to give a good answer to explain why they follow the God of the Bible, the 

acronym below will help.   

 
God is our M.A.S.T.E.R, see Colossians 4:1: 
 
Maker. 

All knowing and powerful. 

Spirit / Sovereign. 

Trinity. 

Eternal / Everywhere. 

Redeemer. 
 
The Big Idea for Chapter 2: The key to unlocking a person’s understanding 
about the gospel is for them to know who God is and what He is like.   
 
 

Study Questions 

 
 
 
1.  Why is God as Creator essential to the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why is God being a person and thus knowable, essential to the gospel? 
 
 
 
 



 
3. Why is God being a Redeemer essential to the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 3:  Is God real? 

 
One day a former pastor and I were outside doing open air evangelism 

when he told me in shame that he had met two men a couple of days earlier who 

had claimed to be evolutionary evangelists. They stumped him with questions 

about the existence of God he couldn't answer. I told him he didn't need to feel 

bad because God talks to them everyday. I reminded him of the words in the 

Psalm: 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Day after day they pour forth speech; 

night after night they display knowledge. 

There is no speech or 

language where their voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out into all the earth, 

their words to the ends of the world. 
Psalm 19:1-4, emphasis added 

 
Notice that the glory and the existence of God are declared and proclaimed 

through the work of His hands, seen by all people. God's creation is not only 

seen in the universe, but also all created things on earth declare His existence: 

 

For since the creation of the world 

God's invisible qualities - 

his eternal power and divine nature - 

have been clearly seen, 



being understood from what has been made, 

so that men are without excuse. 
Romans 1:20, emphasis added 

 
Whenever I meet people who reject the existence of God, I know that God 

has proclaimed Himself to them long before I met them. The fundamental reason 

for rejecting God is a sinful desire not to have God ruling on the throne of one's 

life. It is not because of a lack of evidence for His existence. Romans 1:18 says 

that men, " -- suppress the truth by their wickedness". 

An example of this suppression of truth came during a gospel message I 

was giving in the Boston subway. A well dressed woman challenged what I 

saying in front of everyone. The air got tense and people where fixed on this 

sudden spiritual debate between us. I politely responded to her by saying, 

"Excuse me, miss, but are you created, or are you the Creator?". She got tongue 

tied and said, "Are you?". With a smile on my face I tried to answer her question 

but she kept on ridiculing the message. Once I got a chance to speak I said, 

"Miss, since you are not the Creator, but only part of God's creation, on whose or 

what authority are the things you are saying true?". With sly look in her eye she 

said, "My own". Her honesty gave away the real trouble with my message; she 

didn't want the true God. She wanted a god she could make up and manipulate 

in her own mind. 

Although it is important to know man's inward rebellion against God, the 

Scriptures still admonish in 1 Peter 3:15 to "Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone -- " Meaning, though man’s hearts are hard, God still uses 

truth to plant seeds of the gospel and save sinners.  One example of this is how 



a missionary was able to teach creation and the evidences for God in Russia at a 

public high school. As he taught, the Russian teacher had tears running down his 

face. When the missionary asked why the professor was crying, someone 

explained that this was the first time someone told him about God and the 

creation story in Genesis. All he knew growing up in the former Soviet Union was 

evolution and that God did not exist.  

Is it really important to be ready to give a reason why God exists when it 

comes to sharing the gospel? As we prepared to be God-centered in evangelism, 

we cannot assume that people believe in God. Think about what public high 

schools in America have taught teenagers over the past few decades: 

 

 The Bible cannot be used in school. 

 The Bible is not an accurate book on science. 

 The Bible is not to be used in teaching teens about the origins of life.  
  

In place of the truth presented in the Bible, evolution is taught which claims 

that all of life can be explained without the need for God. Almost all public and 

private colleges and universities teach evolution! Many professors openly ridicule 

Christians, religion, and the need for God. It is not surprising that the hundreds of 

thousands of young people graduating from college today think independently 

and feel no need for God. 

I have met many parents whose children were raised in good homes and 

churches. These same children lose their faith at college because of the 

bombardment of evolutionary teaching. If parents, Sunday school teachers and 

youth pastors do not teach and prepare young people to think about God and 



why He exists, someone else will.  Is there good evidence to ground our faith that 

God is real and active in our world?  Yes there is! 

The acronym G.E.N.E.S.I.S below is a method I have developed which 

helps in remembering the truths of God's existence. The first G and E are just 

simple logical ideas that show the need for a Creator.  The N.E.S.I.S are 

scientific ideas that show how credible it is to believe in God.  Again, these ideas 

are not thorough, but simple enough to research more and get a conversation 

started. 

G.E.N.E.S.I.S 

 
G Grass and Cows. It is a proven fact that no one has been able to make a 

machine that can take ordinary green grass and turn it into milk. No one from 
M.I.T, Harvard, or NASA has been intelligent enough to make a machine that 
takes grass, and with the press of a button, out comes milk. If someone could 
do so, it would come about through an inventor and would be a sign of great 
intelligence. No one would ever say this machine could have evolved. That 
would be an insult to the creator! However, there is a machine on earth that 
takes grass and turns it into milk. It has four legs and says, "Moo!" That's 
right, the cow! If you believe that it would take an intelligent creator to turn 
grass into milk, then who is the intelligent creator that made the cow? God. 

 
E Earth and Spheres. For this one, I hold up a small plastic globe and 

basketball and say, "Do you know the origin of the basketball? Billions of 
years ago there was a great explosion in space. Hot gases and dust swirled 
around and made a perfectly shaped sphere over time. Millions of years later, 
it turned orange. Over a few more million years, black lines formed on the 
ball, and the words 'Made in China' appeared. Even a child knows this is not 
true. Now consider the origin of a plastic globe. Over millions of years, a blue 
sphere formed all by itself and later formed brown pieces called continents. 
Over time, black paint wrote the words 'Atlantic Ocean', 'China', 'United States 
of America', etc. 1 If you do not believe a basketball or a plastic globe could 
have evolved, how can you believe this sphere on which we stand evolved? 
Obviously, the basketball and our earth were created. The Creator is God". 

 
N Nothing and Something? Can something come out of nothing? If there was 

nothing in the beginning, where did everything come from? If someone 
believes in the cosmic big bang, where did everything come from to "bang"? 
The answer is: nothing, by itself, will always produce nothing! 2 



 
E Eternality and Matter. Either matter has always been here, or the Creator of 

matter has always been here. Why? Something can't come from nothing. Is it 
logical to think that all known things have always been here for no reason and 
purpose? If matter is eternal, is it logical to think it could come together by 
itself without any intelligent intervention? If a person took a frog and put it in a 
blender for five minutes, would there still be a frog? Yes. All the elements to 
make a frog functional are there. But how will those elements assemble 
themselves into a frog? It does not make sense that nothing, for no reason, 
could put it all together and produce a frog. It does make sense that someone 
with great intelligence would be able to not only put it together, but create it in 
the first place. 3 

 
S Sun and Solar Systems. The Hubble Telescope revealed that the universe 

is expanding. Stars die out, which means our sun will die out someday. The 
earth's ozone layer is getting thinner. This means that the universe is not 
eternal; it had a beginning. If the universe was eternal, it should have died out 
a long time ago. If the universe had a beginning, how can something come 
from nothing? Both the Bible and many scientists believe our universe had a 
beginning. So, it makes sense that there was an intelligent Creator to enable 
all of life to begin 

 
I Intelligence and Design. Did you know that the human optical cord 

connecting the eye to the brain is only 2 mm thick? In each cord there are 
more than one million nerve fibers, processing information from the eye to the 
brain. 5 If you ask an eye doctor if the human eye can be reproduced from 
nothing, he or she will laugh and say, "No way!" If a computer company can 
someday reproduce the eye in exact detail, it will only prove even more that it 
could only come about through design with intelligence. Since the intelligence 
of a computer scientist is required to create an artificial eye, logically there 
must be an intelligent designer and a Creator for the human eye. 

 
 The human eye is just one example of intelligence in creation. The list is 

endless. Think of the human brain. Scientists say it is the most complex 
super-computer on earth, and we have only begun to understand its 
complexity. In the animal world the gecko can climb walls and hang upside 
down, like the super-hero Spiderman. Geckos have 5,000 special tiny hairs 
per square millimeter under their feet, which enable them to attach and 
reattach quickly in ways researchers say are "beyond the limits of human 
technology". 6 

 
S Simple and Complex. When you see a building, how much faith is needed to 

believe that it has a builder? Answer: None. Why? It requires little or no faith, 
because it is self-evident that buildings don't build themselves. A building 
needs a builder. 4 Someone will say, "You only believe that a building has a 
builder because you have seen one built". Even though I have never been to 



China or a basketball factory, I believe the words "Made In China" on a 
basketball, because it is self-evident that even simple things are complex and 
need a creator. 

 
 
The Big Idea for Chapter 3:  Christians need to be prepared to give an answer 
to the question:  “Does God exist?” 
 
 

Study Questions 

 
1. According to Psalm 19:1-4, is God dependent on us to make people realize 

that He exists? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  We cannot change anyone's mind, but what, according to 1 Peter 3:15, are 

Christians to do when faced with a question about God or the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
3.  Why is being able to share why God exists necessary today in sharing the  
     Gospel? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 4:  God Has Spoken in His Word 

 
What would happen if a person walked into the Central Intelligence 

Agency, the CIA, and declared that he wanted all the files on the 1963 

assignation of John F. Kennedy, by order of the President of the United States? 

The person behind the desk would jump out of their seat and say, "If the 

President said so, I'll get right on it!" Right?  No, of course not. The wise 



secretary would furrow her forehead and say, "Show me proof that you have 

authority from the President". 

All over the world people are teaching and believing ideas about God 

without asking the question, "On whose or what authority is that true?". I recently 

went to a lecture by a former pastor named Michael Dowd, who considers 

himself an evolutionary evangelist. He taught how mankind came after 13 billion 

years of evolution. Surprisingly, he also teaches that all life is a part of God. 

Therefore, his god is easily integrated into every religion, making Jesus one of 

many ways for people to experience heaven and "The Ultimate Reality". I saw 

people nod their heads in approval and whisper words of excitement like "Wow". 

and "Amazing". No one asked the man where he got the information and 

authority to speak for God.  

Speaking for God can be a scary thing. Since God exists and is the 

Creator, it makes sense that the Author of Life is the highest authority. Telling 

people what to believe about God and how to live is placing oneself in an 

authoritative position. From Sunday school teachers giving their false opinions 

about God in their classes to the thousands of false religions and cults in the 

world, making the claim that "God says", when He doesn't is dangerous and 

heretical. People even deceive themselves with statements like, "Well, to me 

God is -- " Or, "God knows I am not perfect so he understands -- " On what 

authority can someone make that kind of claim? Does God really understand? 

Does the Creator change because I believe him to be something different? Does 

God care if I make up my own beliefs about creation and the Creator?  



When my wife, Tonya, got the ultrasound picture of our son Ky'el at five 

months in her womb, I magnified the picture and laminated it to share in my 

gospel messages in the open air. One day riding back on the train to our office 

from preaching in the subway, I sat down next to an Asian woman with the 

picture on my lap. The lady immediately asked me about the baby and we began 

to talk.  I mentioned how miraculous the human body is and how only God could 

create a baby in its mother's womb. 

This woman's response was surprising: "I am a Buddhist, and as 

Buddhists we do not believe in a God, but I have seen too many miracles in my 

life not to believe in God".  

With joy I responded, "Do you know who this God is?". 
 

"No, I don't", replied the woman. 
 
With confidence, I gave the woman a booklet about Jesus being the true God 

based on the Holy Bible. The Bible is my authority, because it claims to be the 

word of God, and can be proven to be divine rather than human in origin. The 

Bible is not true to me because I believe it, I believe it because it is true. 

Where does the Christian's authority come from to say who God is?  
 

Without the truth of the Bible, Christians have no authority to evangelize 

and use good apologetics.  If there is no source of truth, all that is left is personal 

opinion. In Christian faith, the gospel is grounded in the scriptures:  

 

-- Christ died for our sins 

according to the scriptures --  

he was raised --  

according to the scriptures --  
1 Corinthians 15:3-4, emphasis added 



 
Because the power of the Gospel is in the Word of God, becoming a firm 

believer in its authority is a must for every Christian who wants to be an effective 

witness for Christ.  

One book which can help Christians gain a confidence in the word of God 

is the little book "Why One Way?" by John MacArthur. In it, MacArthur superbly 

outlines six principles for the Christian life and evangelistic ministry. Here are 

those principles, briefly:  

 
1. The Bible Claims Objectivity. 
 
MacArthur states,  
 

Authentic Christianity starts with the premise that there is a source of 

truth outside of us. Specifically, God's Word is truth. 
1
 

 
Jesus said, 

-- your word is truth. 
John 17:17 

 
The Bible is objectively true -- meaning it is true whether it speaks subjectively to 

any given individual or not; it is true regardless of how anyone feels about it; it is 

true for everyone universally without exception; it is absolutely true. 2  And, God's 

words to us have been written down in one book. 

 

All Scripture is God-breathed -- . 
2 Timothy 3:16 

 
Most Christians would say they agree with the statements above. 

However, many Bible studies today are conducted by reading a Scripture and 

trying to discover what this particular scripture means to each individual. Is God's 

truth found in a Christian's experiences and opinions? I once went to a men's 



retreat where the speaker said he walked around his sanctuary for three hours, 

waiting for a "word from the Lord". Is God's truth found in our head while we are 

waiting to hear a voice from heaven? Or, is it found solely in the pages of 

Scripture? Author and speaker Joni Eareckson Tada shares that often people 

come up to her and say, "Joni, the Lord told me that you will be out of that 

wheelchair in less than a year". 3 Thirty one years later, Joni is still a 

quadriplegic, which naturally leads to the question "Was God really speaking to 

these individuals?". 

Another sad condition within the realm of Christianity is how the Bible is 

given the same authority as human tradition.  One such example is when Roman 

Catholics say they uphold the Bible, but actually state otherwise in their official 

teachings:  

 

It is clear therefore that, in the supremely wise arrangement of God, 

sacred Tradition (sayings of Holy Fathers), Sacred Scripture, and the 

Magisterium (Rome's bishops and Pope) of the Church are so 

connected and associated that one of them cannot stand without the 

others. Working together, each in its own way, under the action of the 

one Holy Spirit, they all contribute effectively to the salvation of 

souls. 
4
 (parenthesis and emphasis added) 

 
 
MacArthur ends his chapter on Objectivity by saying: 
 

Our faith is grounded in the conviction that God has spoken, and His 

Word is objective truth. What He has given to us is absolute and 

unshakable. It is the truth by which all other truth-claims are 

measured. 
5
 

 



2. The Bible claims Rationality. 
 

Despite the culture's view on tolerance, even in the face of obvious 

contradiction, the Bible was given to be understood by the human mind, free from 

contradictions. 6 

 
MacArthur says,  
 

We believe the truth is logical; it is coherent; it is intelligible -- As 

Christians we know that God cannot lie (Titus 1:2). He cannot deny 

Himself (2 Timothy 2:13); and therefore He does not contradict 

Himself. He is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). His 

truth is perfectly self-consistent. 
7
 

 
3. The Bible Claims Veracity. 
 

Which is more important, unity or truth? Above all, truth is supreme, 

because why hold hands and embrace a lie for the sake of unity? 

MacArthur says this about veracity: 

 

Biblical Christianity is all about truth. God's objective revelation (the 

Bible) interpreted rationally yields divine truth in perfectly sufficient 

measure. 
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Because God's Word is the truth, it contains all we need for understanding 

salvation, life and godliness, see 2 Timothy 3:15, 2 Peter 1:3. 

 
4. The Bible Claims Authority. 
 

Jesus Christ modeled the authority of the Bible when Satan challenged 

Him. In each temptation, the written Word of God was Jesus' authority, see 

Matthew 4:1-11. If the Scriptures are Jesus' authority, doesn't it make sense that 

they should be the authority of every Christian as well? It is especially true in 



evangelism that only in the Bible does the Christian have an unchangeable 

source of truth upon which to base all his beliefs. 

  
5. The Bible Claims Incompatibility. 
 
Any teaching that sets itself up against the truths of God's Word is not compatible 

and should be rejected, see 2 John 9-11. What this means is that Christians 

should not say they love the truth, and at the same time tolerate error that is 

clearly unbiblical. 9 A classic example is the statement by Jesus, "I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me" John 

14:6. Either Jesus is the only way to God, or He is not. Either the scriptures are 

right, or they are wrong and there are other ways to God. Both cannot be true. 

This understanding is critical to effective evangelizing. 

 
6. The Bible Claims Integrity. 
 
MacArthur says, 
 

If we genuinely believe the Bible is divine truth, we must allow it to 

permeate our lives and ministry. To live otherwise is tantamount to 

denying the truth, see Titus 1:16.
10

 

 
Years ago a husband and wife were captured by Muslim terrorists in the 

Philippines. Their captors tried to convert them to Islam. The husband's response 

was "If Islam teaches you to treat people the way you are treating me, I will never 

convert". If Christians believe the Bible is God's book, each person's treatment of 

others should be based on the Bible's teaching. To truly honor God and His word, 

Christians must live out before others the power of a Christ-centered life, with His 

Word as the basis for all decisions and behavior, see John 17:17, 2 Corinthians 



5:9. There can be nothing more damaging than a Christian who is impatient and 

easily angered with a non-Christian while sharing the gospel.  

The Bible has changed hundreds of millions of lives. Despite its power, 

evangelizing today in our pluralistic society can be challenging as so many 

people claim to have "The Truth". Imagine sitting down with a Muslim, a Jew, a 

Hindu, a Buddhist, a Roman Catholic, a Jehovah's Witness and a Mormon. Each 

of them would have their holy book or extra-biblical sources that they claim to be 

the truth, validating their authority to speak for God. Can the Bible really be 

shown to be the Truth of God above all other beliefs and religious books?  

 
The Big Idea for chapter 4:  Without the Bible, the Christian would have no 
revelation from God to know who He is.  Because the Bible is from God, it is 
therefore the authority to speak on God and spiritual truth. 
 
 

Study Questions 

 
1. According to 1 Corinthians 13:3-4, where does the gospel have its source of 

truth and why? 
 
 
 
 
2.  What does it mean for the Bible to be objectively true? 
 
 
 
 
3.  Though many faiths and Christian denominations say they believe the Bible is 
true, how can someone tell if the Bible is someone’s authority for truth and 
Christian practice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 5:  God’s Reliable Book 

 
In a formal debate each speaker starts out with his most powerful 

argument. In Genesis 3 the first man and woman were challenged by Satan to 

rebel against God. Knowing the wisdom of bringing forth the best argument first, 

what were Satan's first words to Adam and Eve? 

 

He said to the woman, 

Did God really say  --  
Genesis 3:1 

 
he very first tactic Satan used to defeat man was to challenge God's words. As 

Christians know, Adam and Eve listened to the lie, doubted God's word, and 

brought death and sin upon themselves and all of humankind see Romans 

5:12,19. This challenge and lie from Satan worked so well that Satan has been 

using it ever since as his primary weapon against God and the world. There is a 

reason for this. If Satan can get people to believe the Bible is unreliable, there is 

no reason to base one's life on it. Second, if a person believes the Bible is faulty 

and lacking authority it follows that mankind, as the highest species intellectually, 

has the authority to run his life by himself. God, as He is revealed in Scripture, is 

not accepted as man's authority. Third, why is the Bible so attacked while other 

religious books aren't? Consider these words by Roy Aldrich: 

 

Satan does not waste his ammunition. Professors, who are being paid 

to teach philosophy, English, biology, mathematics -- often take time 

from their class periods to undermine the Bible and orthodox 

Christianity. Why are they not doing the same with the sacred books 

of other religions? The answer is that Satan, the original liar, is 



sympathetic with books that lie. His real enmity is directed against the 

book of truth because it contains the dynamite for his defeat. 
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What are some of the proofs in the Bible that let us know that it is truly from God 

and not made up by man? I have developed the acronym G.U.I.D.E to help in 

memorizing the facts about the trustworthiness of the Bible. These will be very 

helpful in defending the gospel with non-Christians. 

The Bible should be every person's G.U.I.D.E. It is --  

 
God's Word. 

Unique. 

Inspired. 

Dependable. 

Eternal. 
 
The letter G stands for God's Word.  

On the cover of most Bibles today it says Holy Bible.Why? Because Holy means 

"set apart and perfect" and Bible means, "book". 2 Christians call their book the 

Holy Bible because they believe it is God's perfect book.  The first evidence is the 

Bible's own claim. The Old Testament says over 100 times that the Word of the 

Lord came to someone. And "thus says the Lord" is recorded over 400 times. If I 

ask a person to write a particular sentence on a piece of paper, the words written 

are my words, even though someone else wrote them for me. Not only did God 

speak continually in the Old Testament, but also as His words were recorded, 

God carried the prophets along, breathing out His words through them, see 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

 



 We have the words of Jesus in the New Testament. As Christians we believe 

that Jesus was God, and therefore his words are the words of God, see John 

5:15-18, Luke 5:1. The Apostle Paul, who personally witnessed the ascended 

Christ and was taught by Him for three years, wrote the majority of the New 

Testament books, see Galatians 1:11-24. Disciples of Jesus and other 

eyewitnesses of the recorded events wrote the rest of the books, testifying to the 

fact that these were the words of God. 

The second evidence that the Bible is the very word of God is found when 

one reads it. Most skeptics have read the Bible very little, or not at all. Before a 

non-Christian rejects the Bible, challenge him or her to actually open it and read 

it. Many people from other religions have become Christians simply by reading or 

hearing the words on its pages. Why? 

 

For the word of God is living and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 

joints and marrow; 

it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
Hebrews 4:12 

 
The letter U stands for Unique.  
 
The Bible was written over a period of approximately 1,500 years with 40 

different writers. It was written in three languages, on three continents. 3 The first 

five books of the Old Testament were written down in 1445 B.C. and the book of 

Revelation in the New Testament was written approximately in 95 A.D. In 

contrast, most spiritual books are developed in the author's lifetime.  Consider 

more unique qualities of the Bible: 



 
 The Bible is the greatest book on the actual history of the development of 

mankind and one of the oldest in theology. 4 
 
 The Bible begins and ends with God communicating with man. Other books, 

like the beginnings of Hindu teachings, 1400 B.C., are poems, hymns, and 
rituals of people worshiping gods they have created, and which have changed 
over time. 

 
 The Bible opens with a stunning description of the creation of the universe 

and all animal life according to its kind. In contrast, science and eastern 
religions promote evolution, denying the fact that all fossils show animal life 
as it is now, not evolving. 5 

 
 The teachings of Buddhism deny that there is a personal Creator. Science 

today is recognizing more and more that the complexity of life could not come 
unless there was intelligent intervention, which the Bible claims in its first 
verse. 6 

 
 The Bible gives scientific answers to a global catastrophe, the origin of 

languages and people groups spread out around the world, see Genesis 
11:1-9. 

 
 Belief in the afterlife, such as reincarnation in eastern religions, can never be 

proven objectively. However, Jesus' own resurrection and others he raised 
from the dead verified the Old and New Testament beliefs in resurrection. 
These eyewitness accounts are rooted and grounded in history, see Luke 
7:11-17, 8:49-56, John 11:38-44, John 20. 

 
 If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, as recorded in the Gospels and the 

book of Acts, then historically the disciples died for what they knew to be a lie. 
People die for what they believe to be true, not a lie. 

 
 There are 191 prophecies in the Old Testament referring to Jesus Christ, 

written hundreds of years before He was born. No other holy book (even the 
Quran) can make this claim of numerous fulfilled prophecies, hundreds of 
years before the event. 7 

 
The letter I stands for Inspired. 
 
The Bible is unique and dependable because it is divinely inspired. The King 
James Version says --  
 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God --  
2 Timothy 3:16 

 



The New International Version translates the word "inspiration" this way -- . 
 

All Scripture is God breathed --  
2 Timothy 3:16 

 
Although many Christians use the word "inspired" for this verse, the phrase 

"God-breathed" is a better translation from the Greek. "All" means "every part". 

The word "Scripture" refers to words written down, or sacred writings. The 

translation of "God breathed" actually means "to breathe out". 8 So one way of 

translating this verse would be --  

 

Every part of the sacred writings 

has been breathed out by God through men. 
 
A standard evangelical definition of "inspiration" is written by Charles Swindoll in 

his book "Growing Deep in the Christian Life": 

 

God breathed out His message to human writers, who, without losing 

their own style and personality, wrote His truth under His divine 

control. And because He superintended the process in its entirety, no 

error was present right down to the very words of the original text. 
9
  

 
The letter D stands for Dependable 
 
 The fulfilled prophecies of Jesus show God's stamp of divine authority on the 

Scriptures. Norman Geisler says, "Mathematicians have calculated the 
probability of sixteen predictions being fulfilled by one man (Jesus) at 1 in 
10000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000". 10 Here are ten 
of these prophecies: 

 
  1. Born of a virgin, see Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:22,23. 

  2. Born in Bethlehem, see Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:1-6. 

  3. Descendant of David, see Genesis 12:2-3, 22:18, 2 Samuel 7:14, 
Matthew 1:1, 22:42-45. 

  4. A prophet who prepares Jesus' coming, see Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1, 
Matthew 3:1-3. 

  5. Performing miracles, see Isaiah 35:5-6, Matthew 9:35. 



  6. Sinless, see Isaiah 53:9, Matthew 26:57-60. 

  7. Death by crucifixion, see Isaiah 53, Psalm 22, Luke 23:33. 

  8. Piercing of his side, see Zech. 12:10, John 19:34. 

  9. Casting of lots for his garments, see Psalm 22:18, John 19:23-24. 

10. Resurrection, see Psalm 16:10, John 20.11 
 
 Top archaeologists, such as William F. Albright in Old Testament and John 

McRay in New Testament, say that the credibility of each testament has been 
enhanced through archaeology. 12, 13 In contrast, the credibility of the Book of 
Mormon has been shattered due to a complete lack of evidence from 
archaeology to collaborate it. 

 
 The Bible is internally and externally self-consistent. It is easy for a book to be 

consistent if one person writes it in their lifetime. What are the odds of 40 
writers, spread out over many nations, cultures and time over 1,500 years, 
writing consistently about God, man, salvation, prophecies, cities, people 
groups, and nations -- with no errors or contradictions? This could not 
logically happen apart from the hand of God! 

 
 The life of Jesus Christ was written within a century of His death by the 

disciples. The biography of Alexander the Great was written 400 years after 
his death and is considered trustworthy by historians. 14 

 
 The New Testament has the greatest number of handwritten copies, known 

as manuscripts, of any ancient book. We have 5,644 Greek manuscripts and 
a total of over 24,000 when you include manuscripts from other languages. 15 
The second greatest number of handwritten copies is The Iliad by Homer, 
numbering 650. 16 To date, there are only 10 works left of Caesar and seven 
of Plato. 17 This is important because the more copies, the more scholars can 
check for errors and restore the most likely original texts. 

 
 Because of manuscripts wearing out, ancient works were frequently copied to 

preserve them. The time interval between the writing of The Iliad by Homer 
and the oldest preserved copy (800 B.C. to 2-3 century) is one thousand 
years. 18 The works of Caesar have a 950-year gap and Plato has a 1,250-
year gap. 19 The oldest manuscript of the New Testament, see John 18, is 
dated between 117-138 A.D. If the Gospel of John is dated at 80 A.D, this 
puts the gap of time at only 37 years from the original. Large portions of the 
Gospels and Epistles have also been found that date to the second and third 
centuries. 20 A shorter time gap means copying mistakes are less likely. The 
New Testament has the most manuscripts closest to the original of any 
ancient work. The Old Testament has tens of thousands of manuscripts that 
have been amazingly preserved, due to the Jews' high view of the Scriptures. 
21 

 



 Writings of church fathers show that all of the New Testament books were 
generally accepted as Scripture by the middle of the second century. 22 The 
church at large formally accepted the 27 books of the New Testament, as 
inspired in 393 A.D, at the Council of Hippo in Africa. 23 The Old Testament 
was already compiled and in use by the time of Christ. 24  

 
So, is the Bible reliable? The late Dr. Bruce Metzger of Princeton University was 

one of the world's foremost authority on ancient manuscripts. 25 His studies show 

764 lines of the Iliad by Homer differed substantially within its manuscripts, which 

is 4.9% distortion rate. A Hindu book, the Mahabharata, because of copying 

mistakes over time, shows one out of every ten lines corrupted and changed, a 

10.3% distortion rate. The New Testament preservation shows only one fifth of 

one percent or 0.2% of some sentences have been negatively effected in 

meaning by copying problems. Metzger says that these problems are relatively 

minor and do not effect any theology. 26 Therefore, the Bible, as bought today at 

Barnes and Noble, can confidently be read as dependable. It is closest to the 

original, and more accurate than any ancient book in the world, despite what 

opponents from other religions say! 

The letter E stands for Eternal 
 
Many beliefs, religions and cults have come and gone. However, "The Bible has 

withstood vicious attacks of its enemies as no other book has. Many have tried to 

burn it, ban it, and outlaw it, from the days of the Roman emperors to present day 

Communist -dominated countries". 27 The Bible remains, as stated, 

 

The grass withers and flowers fall, 

but the word of our God stands forever. 
Isaiah 40:8 

 
 



The Big Idea for Chapter 4:  The Bible is a supernatural work of God and is 
dependable. 
 
 

Study Questions 

 
1. Why did Satan attack the word of God first? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What does inspiration mean, see 2 Timothy 3:16? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why did God use prophecy in the Bible? And why is prophecy a powerful tool 

to show the trustworthiness of the Bible? 
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